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DROP AND ROLL 

► WHEN WE DECIDED to bite on veteran reporter 
Ralph Cipriano's pitch to investigate the city’s 
Deferred Retirement Option Plan (that's DROP 
to you), it was with some apprehension: DROP’S 
a bitch of a concept, a statistical bouillabaisse, a 
numerical goulash, an algebraic paella. So thick 
with figures, advanced investment concepts 
and pension plan mumbo-jumbo is the program, 
Cipriano enlisted the pro bono aid of actuary Joe 
Boyle to help him wade through the mire. When 
we finally sent “The Billion Dollar Boondoggle" 
to print April 22, we feared it might, like a lot of 
DROP stories in this city's past, fall with a thud, 
confuse a few people and roll away. 

But we believed in the piece — which posits 
that DROP does not do what it was meant to do, 
costs taxpayers a bundle and further imperils the 
city’s pension fund. With the aid of a dead-on cover 
illustration and charts and graphs, we tamed the 
monster. And inspired other media to get into the 
ring with DROP, too. 

As Cipriano recounts in this week’s follow-up 
(“Tm Not Going to Deal With That," p. 14), the 
Daily News, Inky and especially Fox 29 went 
gangbusters on the issue. We’re particularly fond 
of news anchor Kerri-Lee Halkett’s wonderful mis- 
speak, “The Billion Dollar Boondoogle." 

It was all, honestly, a bit of a surprise because, 
as Cipriano pointed out in a sidebar to the original 
story called “Corrupt and Contented" — a title 
cribbed from Lincoln Steffens’ 1904 characteriza- 
tion of the city — Philadelphians have not yet 
gotten riled up about this the way the citizenries of 
San Diego and Milwaukee did over their municipal 
DROP programs. Nobody said it better or weirder 
than the Daily News' Stu Bykofsky, who noted 



in his April 29 column, “Philly 
politicians stick their snouts into 
a Deferred Retirement Option 
Plan that wasn't designed for 
them, and there are a few hoots 
from Good Government owls 
while the rest of us wander in the 
woods looking for nuts." 

But maybe, just maybe, there's 
a movement afoot here. The low- 
hanging fruit in this program is 
the bunches of big payouts going 
to some elected officials and high- 
level employees. But Cipriano's 
story shines the interrogation 
lamp on the eye-poppingly 
large number of city employ- 
ees enrolled in a program that 
appears to be costing the city lots, 

Cipriano went straight to hiz- 
zonor, asking Mayor Nutter how 
he responds to calls to end DROP. 
Nutter, awaiting due-soon results 
of an $80,000 study by Boston 
College, cagily sidestepped the 
issue. City Council prez Anna 
Verna demurred less artfully 
when Fox 29^ Dave Schratwieser 
got up in her face about it. 

It'll be interesting to see what that 
report reveals — and how worked 
up the people of this city get, 
should those results confirm what 
Cipriano and Boyle postulated. 

And whether the powers that 
be decide to deal with the boon- 
doggle, or bank on our apathy 
and let the whole thing drop. 

(bhowardUvitypaper. net) 
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and reference City Paper. 
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JOIN the 

CONVERSATION 



NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 



Tuesday 



Revolutionaries: A New 
History of the Invention 
of America 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jack 
Rakove joins the National Constitution 
Center to discuss how the country 
came to be and why the idea of 
America endures. Richard Beeman, 
professor of history at the University 
of Pennsylvania, moderates. 
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Why don tyouand DickCheney go spoon 
in a bunker? 



f - 5 1 Police use a Taser lo apprehend a teenage 
Phillies fan whoran onto the field at Citizens 
Bank Park. Here's toyou, cranked-up bat- 
boy cop, you're living the dream. 

[ 1] Anthony Wiliams releases a negative attack 
ad against gubernatorial opponent Dan 

Care Bear cursing outa stickof butter. 

[- 7 ] Gov.EdRendeilannouncesthatthestateis 
wracked with a SI. 1 billion budget shortfall. 
Also: "I'm going to lunch.” 

[ - 8 ] State Rep. Daryl Metcalfe proposes an 
illegal-immigration bill modeled after 
the recently passed Arizona legislation. 
FOran encore, he climbs to the top of the 
Constitution Center and takes a crap down 
the side. 

[ + 1 1 The Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board 
J allows a Sheetz in Altoona to sell takeout 
beer. Because nothing brings into clearer 
locus the necessityfor draconian laws than 
their random enforcement. 

[0] SteveWynn.thegamblingmogulwhowith- 
drew from the Foxwoods Casi no project 
last month, says“webackedoutof a deal, 
ratherthan backing out of Pennsylvania." 
Adding: “Which we are also doing." 

mi Philadelphia magazine's ed itor, Larry Platt 

gives departing food editor Ashley Primis 
a photograph of a cyst removed from his 

moved when he took the job. 




Gregory Osberg to be their publisherand 
CEO. And the editor will be this poster of 
a kitty hanging from a branch. Hang In 
there, kitty! 

This week's total: -25 1 Last week's total: 5 




AMIL STORIES 



II 



I t's bad enough thatyogurt and laundry-detergent advertisers 
target those of us at A Million Stories who, uh, have a vagina. 
But do die soulless leeches (no offense, ad department!) real- 
ly have to go after us because we're from Philadelphia and have a 
slight dietary problem, too? 

Last week, we received — and actually read! — an e-mail reading 
thusly: “XIPWIRE is anew mobile payment (text-to-pay) service 
that allows businesses and con Sumer. 3 to p ay for everything from 
cheese steaks to coffee via instant text message.” Oh, lord — we're 
surprised they didn’t call them Philadelphia cheesesteaks 
We’ll forgive XIPWIRE for its transgression — and the fact that 
the company is as cap-happy as our mom on the Interwebs 
— because it’s based in Philly. Plus, XIPWIRE may be onto some- 
thing. Here's how it works: If you and your buddy Bob sign up 
for the program, you can text “ZIP Bob 20” to him, and $20 will 
go to his account from youra. No credit cards, no cash, no ATMs. 
(Caution: Do not allow Bob unfettered access to your phone.) The 
same goes for businesses that have joined — which so far include 
Mdmd, Capogiro and Raven Lounge, to name a few. 

A handful of other companies, like PayPal, VeriFone and Square, 
have launched cell phone payment services, but XIPWIRE appears 
to be the first to provide it through text messages. 

“It’s something we think college-aged kids who are tech-sawy 



will like,” says Sharif Alexandre, XIPWIRE’s founder. “You know, 
for when they have an immediate need for cash, they’re out at 
night and don’t want to carry a wallet, or they need to call mom to 
get money for lunch that very day.” 

So what you're saying is, it’s for sloshed 21 -year-olds who 
leave their wallets at Nodding Head eiery fucking time they go out ? 

We’ll drink/text to that. 



Proposed AS THE WEBCAM TURNS 

band name: “ 

Wh„B..,rdSp.h,L‘.P 

Torture Porn. SSS3SSS” 

covert laptop- tracking 
program earlier this week, there was really only one question: 
Were school administrators grossburgers who spied on teenag- 
ers, or were they just stupid employees who let the program 
take thousands of photographs, sometimes in students' homes? 

Answer: “The vast mqjority of the images — 87 percent 
— recovered resulted from the failure to deactivate (the program] 
on 12 laptops after they had been found. We found no evidence that 
the feature was used to ‘spy’ on students.” 



is spooning dick cheney in a bunker 




tographed in his own home, and a giant headache of a lawsuit ensued 
—a student intern e-mailed LMSD's then-technology administrate]; 
Virginia DiMeCNo, saying it was "appalling" that the districtdidn't 



inform students or teachers about the tracking program. 

DiMedio wrote back: “There is absolutely no way that the 
District tech people are going to monitor students at home. There 
is no plan, no staff no desire and I believe no technical way to 
do that. ... I suggest you take a breath and relax." 

Yeah. Relax. They’ve totally got this. 



DEPT. OF NAVEL-GAZING 

We know that there’s nothing you love more than journalists writ- 




ing about other journalists. Which is why, despite the copious ink 
that has been spilled in the last week on the $139 million auction 
sale of Philadelphia N ewspapers LLC, the parent company of both 
the Inquirer and the Daily News, to a group oflenders headed by 
New York investment firm Angelo, Gordon & Co., we feel com- 
pelled to weigh in. 

Yes, publisher and “Keep It Local” champion Brian Tierney can 
be a sanctimonious prick, but in his defense, while other newspa- 
pers the country over were making draconian cuts, Tierney’s DN 
won a Pulitzer Prize for its remarkable series on crooked cops, 
and die Inltys investigative work on this city’s wretched justice 
and property appraisal systems has been second to none. And 
for all of the ankle-biting that we do, let’s be honest: This city needs 
robust, vibrant, hard-hitting print operations. 

Sure, that the Inky allows John Yoo's torture pom (note to 
area musicians: John Yoo's Torture Pomshould totally be a 
band name) to appear on its op-ed pages can be infuriating, as is 
Stu By kofsky's get-off -my- lawn shtlck in the DN. But those 
are small beefs. Given the tremendous work that the papers’ jour- 
nalists do, it's a little scary that the dudes writing the checks will 
now bo hedge-fund managers. 

There’s some guarded optimism, as voiced by Inky business 
reporter Joe OiStefano, who opined that the higher-than- 
expected auction price equaled a“vote of confidence” in the papers’ 
futures. The fact that the new owners have tapped former Inky 
and DN publisher Robert J. Hall as chiefoperatingofliceraugers 
well, as does the hiring of fo rmer Newsweek publisher Gregory 
J. Osberg as publisher and CEO. “I did not come here just to cut 
costs," Osberg told the paper. The plan is for growth." 

Let’s hope. But let's also acknowledge reality: These new owners 
are businessmen, and their commitment to journalism will only 
go so far. They've already floated the idea of canning half of the 
papers' 3,200 staffers. Indeed, after this same ownership group 
bought a stake in the Minnesota Star Tribune after it emerged from 
bankruptcy last year, that paper slashed 10 percent of its work force. 

These dramas often have familiar scripts: When big-stakes mon- 
eymen get involved in newspapers, journalism takes a back- 
seat to the bottom line.Tb wit: Sam Zell, the real-estate tycoon 
who boughtTribune Co. in 2007 and quickly eviscerated the repu- 
tations of someofTribune’s imprints, all the while flaunting his 
contempt for news production. In January 2008, for instance, Zell 
visited the Orlando Sentinel's newsroom for a pep talk; a photogra- 
pher asked about the possible softening of the paperis news cover- 
age. Zell responded with a sermon on journalistic “arrogance" and 
proclaiming that if readers wanted stories about puppies, then 
that's what they're going to get, and capped it off with a gruff “fuck 
you.” ( Incidentally, Angelo, Gordon & Co. is also involved in Tribune 
Co.’s efforts to emerge from its Zell-driven bankruptcy. ) 

Of course, the people that run newspapers want to make money. 
But the best papers are those that are invested in their commu- 
nities — those that give a shit — and that attitude necessarily 
comes from the top. As Woodrow Wilson once said, “Pitiless 
publicity is the sovereign cure for ills of government." In a town 
whose government has as many ills as Philadelphia, we need al 
the pitiless publicity we can get Hopefully, the new owners of 
the city’s dailies take that to heart. 

♦ This week's report by Jeffrey C Bi liman and Holly Otterbein. E-mail us at 
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when I'M bummed, sometimes all I think “ 
about is Chinese food. There's this place — Ting 
Wong, at 1 0th andArch streets — r ve been going to 
a lot. Its one of the many underappreciated gems of 
our underappreciated Chinatown , and bare-bones 
as they come: They serve their hot tea in water 
glasses. Butthefbod is absurdlycheap and surpris- 
ingly, miraculously, delicious. Black mush moms in 
light gravy with Napa cabbage, roast pork noodle 
soup , steamed squid with bok choy in a light g ravy, 
roast duck in chili oil: all delicious, delicious, deli- 
cious— witha simple, wholesome, home-cooked 
goodness that replenishes the veiy soul; that in a 
nutshell, chases the blues away. 

It’s a good week for some Ting Wong — a bad 
week, that is, for Philadelphia. On Friday. 50 elemen- 
tary school kids at Julia Ward Howe Elementary 
School were attacked at recess, apparently without 
provocation, by seven or eightteenageis wield- 
ing aluminum baseball bats — attacking some in 
their heads and faces. Three teenagers have been 
arrested so far. The next day, two men opened fire 
at each oth er near Diamond and Randolph streets in 
North Philadelphia, critically injuring a 6-month-old 
baby caught in their crossfire. Two houis later, a 28- 
year-old man was shot in the chest in North Philly, 
and pronounced dead at 1:15 a. m.— approxi- 
mately 45 minutes, that is. before anothershooting 
In Southwest Philly that killed a 29- year-old man 
and a Injured a young womanA half-hour after that. „ 
a 13-year-old boy and 12-year-ddgirlwereshotin p 
east North Philly. Both lived, thankfully. g 

That was Saturday. On Sunday, a Philadelphia P 
policeofficerdrewagunhlhemiddleafachildren's x 
water fight and— allegedly, /guess— shotdead j 
the brother of hi s estrang ed wife, in p lain view of at h 
leastonechild,thedead man's nephew. Our new v 
district attorney, Seth Williams, pressed charges j 
immediately — a proud momentfor the city amid * 
a lot of shameful ones. 

On Monday.aPhiladelphia police officer Tasered ; 
a Phillies fan — a teenager, mind you — who ran 
onto the field at Citizens Bank Park. Which reminds » 
me, the Philadelphia Police Department has recently - 
acquired 1 ,000 newTasers, primarily for use with .. 
thementallyill.l can’twaittoseettiatprogram roll : 
out, can you?Which brings me to dinner tonight: „ 
I'mthinkingTingWOng— Buddhas Delight maybe j 
—something not too heavy. J 

♦ Meet Isaiah Thompson al 13B Al. row SI whenever jj 

you're down. Look lor the skinny white guy- E-mail him al m 
isaiah.lhompson@dlypaper.nel. 
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By Bruce Schimmel 




VANISHING GARDENS 

IT’S EASY TO miss the massive Common Ground garden at 
the airport, even from the air. Located at the north end of a run- 
way. near 1-95 on Bartram Avenue, its patchwork of browns and 
greens, dotted with ramshackle sheds, might be mistaken for a 
squatter’s village. Like a blot to be erased — which is apparently 
the Nutter administration’s intention. What a waste. 

With nearly a hundred plots, this community garden is the big- 
gest in the city, among the oldest and easily the most productive. 
For more than 35 years, its gardeners — many elderly and immi- 
grants — have harvested literally tons of vegetables yearly. Its 
fruit trees pump out bushels of peaches, pears and apples. In late 
summer, its trellises bend with grapes destined to become South 
Phillis dago red. 

By this garden’s contract with the city, none of this food can be 
sold. So, much of the harvest is shared with friends, family and 
especially with churches and food pantries that serve the hungry. 

But now, thanks to some cute legal moves, it could all disap- 
pear. In a parody of bureaucratic cruelty, this little paradise is 
slated to be paved and, yes, become a parking lot. 

Which is why, counters the airport’s Deputy Director James 
Tyrrell, it paid so many millions for it Though he couldn't say how 
many millions, Tyrrell confirmed that the airport got the garden 
from the Redevelopment Authority, along with another parcel on 
Bartram, now filled with cars. 

Under their new contract die air- 
port can remove the gardeners, some 
of whom have farmed the land for 
decades, with 60 days notice. And those 
potting shacks and greenhouses are 
now illegal. 

A1 Moore, 74,is president of the 
Eastwick Community Gardens Association, and he’s anxious 
about the future of Common Ground. The former court bailiff 
says they used to have a 15-yearlease. But in 2008 they were 
offered two one-year leases — and this is their last year. 

Here’s why: Though nothing’s public, officials confirm that 
Deputy Mayor Rina Cutler wants to build what she calls 
"Aerotropolis" — a transportation hub where people and freight 
would move seamlessly between truck, ship and air. 

Still, according to Cutler’s aide, Andrew Stober, the gardeners 
have nothing to fear. “Aerotropolis is 30 to 50 years fromnow," he 
said. Besides, he added, the city recently welcomed a new crop of 
gardeners to a nearby parcel, bringing in electricity and water 

But Moore finds little comfort in this. Ironically, those recent 
arrivals are actually refugees from “The Farms, ” a community 
garden along the Schuylkill. In 2008, the city tossed them out, 
and razed their shacks, greenhouses and fruit trees. 

Asked why the airport won't issue a 15-year lease, Tyrrell 
replied, “Why would we? With airport expansion, there’s no rea- 
son to enter into long-term [leases] . It’s not like they’ve got loans 
or have made any capital improvements." 

No capital improvements? Tell that to those who’ve invested 
thousands of hours and dollars in a garden that feeds the hungry. 
Tell that to an administration that talks up gardening and nutri- 
tion, but is walking over those who've done this work for years. 

(bruce@schimmel.com) 

* For more fin how Philadelphia's community Hardens feed the hungry, down- 
load die PDF at bUJy /canon jtdf. 
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DRUG CRAZED 

'four column slunk (Loose Canon, "Beehives and Hive-Minds,” 
Bruce Schimmel, April 22). I have been to three Tea Parties in 
Washington a nd two In Phil ly. You havn 't (sic) a d ue . What a lazy, 
no thought, go along with the liberal crowd, mindless, unfocused, 
rambling piece of crap of a column! Think of my letter not as 
criticism, but as an i ntervention. Any descent (sic) person, even 
one who can’t remember agreeing with you on anything, even 
someone who thi nks the main motivation of your weekly column 
is to ingraciate(sic) yourself to leftwingers, someone who thinks 
you care nothing about the truth and wouldn't recognize it anyhow, 
someone who nearly weekly pukes at your spinelessness, is 
revolted by your 100 percent dedication to political correctness, 
cannot stand by and let you descend to the depths represented 
by your ridiculous beehive column. For your own sake, please 
print a retraction, claim you were crazed by drugs, despondent 
at a ruined relationship, desperate for some media attention or 
anything you can think of , but tell the public you now realize what 
a tragic mistake that column was. 

JoeDeegan 

VIA E-MAIL 



KEEPING THE FAITH 

Your package on the lunacy thatisDROP should be required reading 
for every concerned citizen In thiscountry, let alone Philadelphia 
(CoverStory, “The Billion Oollar Boondoggle, 'Ralph Cipriano, April 
22). If theTea Party jackasses really had half a brain, theydgraspthat 
it's notabout calling Obamaa socialist or acommunistorafascist 
or whateverignorantderogatory slander they don't understand well 
enough to even spell properly, but the unchecked, unaccountable 
power grab that's largely taking place at the state and local level, 
especially with regard to public-sector pension systemsand the 
fiscal nightmare that will conveniently set in well after the do-noth- 
ing fucks who can actually do something about it no longer have 
to put themselves before the voters. CP's story rekindled my faith 
in the future of journalism. Great job. I'm passing it on to as many 
people as I know. 

Dom Cosentino 

AMBLER 

FROM THE YOUNG, BEARDED WHITE GUY 

I'm not sure If I got to meet you that night at the ENPC rally, but I’m 
glad you came (CoverStory, "Agricultural Phenomenon," Isaiah 
Thompson, April 29). What a night that was, so exciting to be a part 
of something blggerthan you. with people you live down the street 
from. I'm the“young. bearded white guy'whowasjublantly handing 
out seeds. Great article on urban agriculture , I really enjoyed It To 
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ARTMARCH 

SAVE THE WOMEN 
SIGN UP FOR THE MARCH 

Saturday. May 15 at 3 pm 
March assembles at 2 pm 
at the 33rd Street Armory 

www.drexel.edu/juarez 



More than 700 girls and young women, some as young as 12 years 
old, have been abducted and brutally killed since 1M3 in Juarez, 
Mexico. Ni Una Mas and the ARTMARCH will demand an end to 
these murders and kick off the Ni Una Mas exhibition. 



Diana Washington Vi ! "El Paso Timet' 1 Pulitzer Prize winner 

Marictlla . Activist Juarez, Mexico 

tarry (.. Executive Director Amnesty International. USA 

LEONARD PEARLSTEIN GALLERY at Drexel University 

May 15-July 16 
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QUA AND WAKE UP YOGA 

1839 E. PASSAYUNK AVE, PH I L A. 
WWW.CRAICBILLOW.COM 



l»« far o happy ptanw ', I S 




Women's Ftippee in Chocolate Rainbow 

combines style + sustainability. 

Using our BIO.D technology, 
these biodegradable soles will 
disappear from landfills m about 
twenty years. Regular soles 
can stick around for 
a millennium. 



THE NATURAL SHOE 

226 S. 40th St. Philadelphia 
(215) 382-9899 
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+ Feedback 

« < ccn ttnueq frcm page I Q 

be honest thatseed tiling was a last-minute, hall- 
baked idea because we had a bunch of seeds that 
my friend Art from our Urban Farm Team at Circle 
of Hope gave us to do something with. I thi nk he 
rescued them from being thrown away. But isn’t 
that the story of all that land we 're tryi ng to put to 
gocd use? Anyway, Iwasprettyhappywhennotonly 
was almost everyone into sharing seeds to grow 
some food, but they all were into getting this land 
redistributed back togood use. I'm glad you came 
to shine a lighton such a good story. 

JeremyAvellino 



| ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 

" The right-wingAmerican mediagiving legitimacy to 
these “Tea Party" lunatics has tostop(Cover Story, 
“Ybu Say Ybu Want a Revolution?" Holly Otterbein, 
April 1 5). Free speech is one thing, but I’m really 
tired of these racists, sexisSandxenophobesusIng 
terrorist tactics whentheydon'tgettheirway.Then 
they try to cover up their terrorism by whining “free 
speech.” never mind these are the same people 
who muzzle the free speech rights of those who 
disagree with them. (And the FBI is useless, afraid 
to do anything about them because, after all. the 
targets of their terrorism are only Democrats.) 

These neocon goofballs never act up until a 
Democrat is president They whined loudly in the 
1990s. but were conspicuousbytheirsilencefrom 
2001 to 2009. Not a fucMng word about everything 
the twice-unelected Bush and Cheney juntadid. “Tea 
Party” trash are pissed off because a half-black 
man is president They label themselves "inde- 
pendent" "non-party" or something else, butthey 
never, ever criticize Republicans to thedegree they 
do Democrats. 

But I do wantto personally thank every piece 
of Tea Party trash because you have managed 
to awaken my inner liberal. These iiber-patrlots 
would havebeenfirmly on the sideof King George 
III. Period. 

Donna Dl Giacomo 
GERMANTOWN 

z CORRECTION AND CLARIFICATION 

£ In the April 29 article “Wve Come a Long Way, 
« Baby." we mistakenly reported that six stales permit 
i gay marriage. In fact five do — Massachusetts, 
“ Connecticut, New Hampshire, Vermont and Iowa, 
i as well as Washington, D.C. Although the Maine 
'■ legislature passed a law in 2009 granting mar- 

1 riage equality, in November that state's voters 
; overturned that law via referendum. Cily Paper 
' regrets the error. 

* Duetoaneditmgoversightinlastweek'sAMill- 
' ion Stories, aquote from aSestakstafterthatwas 
■ “not for attribution" was incorrectly identitiedas 
SI “off the record. " C/ZyPaperapologizes for the con- 

2 fusion and, for the record, does not print off-the- 
t record comments. 



5 • Send all letters to Feettiack. City Paper, t23Chestmit 

Q SL, 3rd Floor, Pm PA 19106, tax us a! 21 5-599-0634; 
2 ore-ntalleiStixlal@clnpapBi.net Submissions may bo 
J edited for clarty and space and must include an address 
- and daytime phone number. 



JACKWAGNER’S BIG IDEA 

Become governor, overhaul Harrisburg. By Andrew Thompson 



► EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the last in an occasional series oft he 
four little-known Democratic candidates for governor. 

Jack Wagner is broke. No, not broke. “Broke” implies that there 
was something once not broken, that at one point the treasure chest 
spilled finance onto the ground and that now, after millions spent on 
television ad blitzes and full-page Inquirer ads, the chest is empty. 
Jack Wagner just doesn’t have any money. Never did, really. 
Wagner, Pennsylvania’s auditor general, has about $700,000 
cash-on -hand in his bid for governor — more than outspoken lib- 
eral Joe HoefTel, but chump change compared to Dan Onorato, the 
Allegheny County executive and ostensible front-runner. 

But speaking on the phone while riding on the turnpike from PhiDy 
to the Lehigh Valley after clinching a few endorsements, Wagner 
brushes offhis campaign’s supposed destitution. “I firmly believe 
we're in the lead in this campaign,” he says. “I've been working 
harder than any candidate for governor; and I believe that personal 
connection and listening to the thoughts and ideas of people coming 
from all walksoflife has helped me better understand the issues.” 
The latter may or may not be true, but the former is either politi- 
cal doublespeak orobligatory optimism: By all accounts, Wagner 
is losing, and he’s losing hard. An April Susquehanna Palling and 
Research survey showed him with 6 percent of the vote, far behind 
Onorato ’s 32 percent. And this is a campaign with unknown cam- 
paigners. Right now, the goal of advertising isn’t to convince anyone 
why you're the better candidate — if s just to tell Pennsylvanians 
thatyou exist. (On April 28, pa2010.org reported on Wagner’s first 
television ad-buy: $9,300 for a local NBC affiliate spot that will run 
from May 3 to primary day. He also won The Philadelphia Inquirer 
editorial board’s endorsement May 1, which could helphis cause.) 

Wagneris inability to raise funds doesn't stem from a lack of ideas 
or experience. He's in his second term as auditor general, die first of 
which came at the end ofhis time as state senator — before that, he 
served on Pittsburgh City Council for 10 years. And as auditor, he’s 
done an impressive job mopping up waste in a state that wallows in 
its own financial sloth. The Delaware River Port Authority adopted 
his resolution to not engage in financial swaps ( those risky bets 
that partly led to the recession). He also found widespread mis- 
management and wastefulness in die Department of Public 
Welfare, and conducted hundreds of audits on individual entities 
throughout the state that identified widespread small swindling 
But according to Pittsburgh-based political analyst Bill Green, 
there’s aproblem: Wagnerisnt good at raising money. "Knowing 
and following Jack from City Council to auditor general he's never 
focused on [raising money] ,” says Green. “And you can be critical of 
that and say that was not wise, because whenever you get into the 
big leagues like this is, you need to have a base that you can count on 
or rely on. And he never put that particular infrastructure in place.” 
For all die difficulty he’s had building his war chest, Wagner won 
his 2008 re-election as auditor general with 3.3 million votes — the 
second-highest numberof votes in Pennsylvania history. 

Ask Wagner, and the record numbers h appened “for a multitude 
of reasons, but more importantly it was because the people in my 
department have done a great job more efficiently." 

Ask Green, and the stare were aligned . “When you look at 
it, it was a huge presidential year, it was a huge turnout, and 
Democrats did very well anyway, and the fact that he was on the 
top of the ticket on that cycle — I think that just spoke volumes." 

There may be some truth to both narratives, but Green’s certainly 
makes sense. Wagner is, after all the auditor general, a job without 
a whole lot of sex appeal, whose issues are hard to campaign on. 



Li 

ACCOUNTANT IN CHIEF: Jack Wagner, pictured here meeting with 
this newspaper's editorial board, Is campaigning on competence and 
pragmatism. But can he excite enough voters to win? 



Indeed, Wagner's platform is coolly pragmatic. Instead of using 
; Hoeffel’s liberal-and-proud approach, Onorato’s tale of urban revital- 
ization or Anthony Williams’s mantra about school vouchers, Wagner 
I has proposed sweeping changes to how f^nnsylvania works on a 
; fundamental level. He pledges to call a constitutional convention 
. to review die state's constitution and, hopefully, reduce the size of 
i the state legislature by a third, place individual limits on campaign 
' contributions (there are none in Pennsylvania), end no-bid contract 
: procurement and breathe new life into highways and railroads . 

“There is no doubt in my mind these are realistic ideas," says 
Wagner. Some of them may be, but even Wagner’s proposal to 

slash the size of the legislature 
was already defeated — after 
Wagncrhimself proposed it as a 
state senator. 

“Ten, 12 years ago, it was 
not a sexy idea," he says. “It 
was not viewed as something 
as important as it is today. We 
weren’t in the worst recession 
since the Great Depression." 
Still, die chances of convincing 
Hennsylvani a s legislators to give up their own comfy gigs seem 
remote, at best. 

As for the other three proposals, they’ re just as Wagner describes 
them: realistic. And therein lies a potential problem: Wagner's 
campaign mightbe just too straightforward, and not quite fantas- 
tical enough , to hook voters who don’t already know who he is. He’s 
not saying he’s going to waltz into die governor's office and legalize 
gay marriage; he promises to be a good accountant. 

It may end up being a bit of a snooze. 

“There's no doubtin my mind that the average Ffennsylvanian is 
focused on economic issues more than anything else," Wagner says. 

That’s probably true. But the average ftmnsylvanian also prob- 
ably doesn't know why getting rid of financial swaps is a highlight 
ofWagner’s resume in the first place. 

(andrew.thompson@citypaper.net) 
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what, us worry? 

“I’M NOT GOING TO DEAL WITH THAT” 

Verna and Nutter respond (sort of) to our DROP investigation . By Ralph Cipriano 



C ity Council President Anna Verna looked shocked last week 
when a Fox 29 reporter asked about “The Billion Dollar 
Boondoggle," this paper's April 22 cover story on the city’s 



Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP). Mayor Michael Nutter 
bristled when City Paper asked if he was concerned about the 
more than $1 billion in payouts under DROP. 

Both Vemaand Nutter said they hadn 'tread the story. But the 
media did. The Philadelphia Inquirer ran an April 27 editorial 
calling on the mayor and City Council to end DROP. The Daily 
News ran a cartoon two days later mocking Verna and DROP, and 
its own anti-DROP editorial April 30. Fox 29 ran seven stories in 
eight days about “the controversial DROP program." 

|j As this paper reported, DROP allows city employees to double dip 

intheirlastfouryearsonthejob.Employeesenrolled inDROPcol- 
£ led their regular salaries plus up to 48 months of pension benefits 
2 in a lump-sum cash bonus the day they walk out the door. Besides 
t their regular salaries and cash bonuses, city employees retiring 
7 under DROP also get their regular pensions plus five years of 
: health insurance. And the city has allowed a select few, including 

„• Vema — if die wishes — to retire for a day, collect their cash bonus- 
, es mid go back to work the next day at their regular salaries. 

5 Between 2000 and Feb. 1, 2010, this newspaper's investigation 

• revealed, some 6,638 rity employees retired under DROP and 

5 collected cash bonuses that averaged $109,277 each, for a total of 

- $725 million. In addition, 2,107 employees, including Vema and 

j“ five other City Council members, are currently enrolled in DROP. 

* If they stay in the program the maximum four years, according 

£ tocityrecords,the2,107 employees will collect cash bonuses that 
® average$160,525each,foratotal of $338 million, 
x That’s more than a billion dollars in payouts. 

£ “DROP is bad all over,” said Ate Inquirer editorial’s headline. “A 

< lengthy stoiy in the City Paper last week detailed a number of red 
x flags regarding DROP. . . . The plan has cost taxpayers hundreds 

- of millions of dollars and provided little to nothing in return. ... 



Before trying to raise taxes, Mayor Nutter and City Council should 
end DROP for all employees." 

Much of the reaction to the story focused on the cash bonuses, 
the largest of which is scheduled to go to Vema on Jan. 14, 20 12 — 
$584,777. “That’s fantastic, where do I sign up?” said Mike Jerrick, 
Fox 29’s“Good Day Philadelphia” anchor. 

Vema was not happy when Fox’s Dave Schratwieser pointed a 
microphone at her after an April 29 City Council meeting. “We have 
a very challenging budget that we must deal with,” Vema said. 
"That’s what I’m going to focus on. I’m not going to focus on the 
DROP program." 

“But they say that it’s 
wasting millions of dollars,” 
Schratwieser said. 

“Who ... says ... what?" 
Vema replied, visibly angry. 

“An analysis done by 
[City Paper] called it a 



explained. “The Inquirer 
did an editorial this week. 
There’s a cartoon in the Daily News today.” 

“I did not read the article,” Vema said as she was whisked away 
by aides. “I don’t know what it says, and at this point in time I’m 
not going to deal with that." 

Two floors below in City Hall, City Paper asked the mayor what 
his reaction was to the Inquirer editorial. “The DROPprogramis 
actually under study right now . . . and we’ll see what the results 
are," Nutter said, referring to an $80,000 Boston College study on 
DROP due in two weeks. 

Asked about his views on DROP, the mayor said, “I’m concerned 
about the DROP program from the standpoint ofhow does it aflect 
public employees’ behavior If you use it right it actually is a good man- 
agement tool to anticipate longer-tenured employees who may be at a 



“The mayor’s 
office is pretty 
powerful, but 
I don’t get a 
magic wand to 
just do away 
with things. 



higher salary, to anticipate their retirement 
and replace them with, in many instances, 
possibly someone younger at a lower salary, 
or possibly not replace them at all. 

“But we also don’t know what the real 
impact is on employee behavior. Are people 
staying around longer because we have a 
DROP program? Are people getting into it 
just because it exists and retiring earlier 
than they might otherwise do? We’d like to 
know the answers to those questions.” 

(In 1999, theyearthe city adopted DROP, 
non-uniformed employees retired at an 
average age of 60. 1 years. By 2005, non- 
uniformed employees, who constitute 67 
percent of DROP enrollees, retired at an 
average age of 57 , according to the most 
recent figures available.) 

Getting rid of DROP won’t be easy. “The 
mayor’s office is pretty powerful, but I don’t 
get a magic wand to just do away with 
things,” Nutter said. ‘DROP is a bill, it’s a 
law. It would have to be removed through 
the legislative process if we deride to go 
in that direction. So I can’t eliminate it by 
myself even if I wanted to.” 

Is he concerned about the billion dollars 
in past and future payouts? 

“Of course,” he said. T did not read the 
story that you’re referring to so Fm not 
going to get into details about a story that I 
haven't read. But one of the major fallacies 
of people who like talking about the DROP 
program is, a) they generally don't know 
what they're taking about; b) the money 
involved is the employees' money ... ” 
“That’s not necessarily true,” he was 
told. City employees contribute between 
1.8 percent and 7.5 percent of their annual 
salaries to the pension fund, unless they’re 
enrolled in DROP, and then they don’t have 
to make any contributions at all. 

“I’m not going to debate the issue with 
you,”the mayor said. “Fmjust telling you 
it’s their money. They’re getting it in differ- 
ent ways. . . . But I do have concerns about 
the program. We’re going to study it ... and 
well see what the results are." 

City officials also continue to defend 
Kenneth A. Kent, the actuarial consultant 
who set up file original DROP program in 
1999. As City Paper reported, Kent and his 
former employer, Mercer Inc., have been 
the subjects of negligence lawsuits in other 
parts of the country for making mistakes 
and statistical miscalculations. But every- 
thing’s sunny in Philadelphia. 

“We are veiy satisfied with the work 
that [Kent] isdoingforthepension board,” 
reiterates Rob Dubow, the city’s finance 
director and chairman of the pension 
board, in an e-mail. 

I editorial@citypaper.net ) 
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ENROLL TODAY! 



Fringe Wilmington Festival 2010 is seeking 
adventurous artists to push the boundaries of 

Performance, Visual Arts, and Film. 

For more information or to apply, 

visit www.FringeWilmingtonDE.com 

Deadline for submissions: June 1, 2010 



FRINGE WILMINGTON FESTIVAL 2010 
A five-day celebration of 
unconventional & experimental art. 

September 29 - October 3, 2010 

Wilmington, Delaware 

Wilmington 






Classes for Adults, Kids and Teens 

Summer Semester Stars June 1st! 
Tlie Theatre ScTiool at 

(©WALNUT STREET THEATRE 



CALL NOW TO REGISTER: 215 574 3550 ext. 510 
REGISTER ONLINE 24 17 AT WalnutStreetTheatre.org 







WE SENT E. JAMES BEALE TO 

FIGHT IN A MIXED MARTIAL ARTS 
GYM; THEN WE MADE HIM WRITE 
ABOUT IT ( ONCE HE CAME TO ). 



ULTIMATE 



T he difference between the 
moment directly before you 
are choked unconscious 
and the moment directly 
after is quite literally night 
and day. You go from using 
all of your energy to fight, buck, twist and 
grab to suddenly being able to use none. 

You feel yourself go under — a fairly pleas- 
ant sensation, like those blissful moments 
after diving into warm water. 

Waking up is another matter. 

If losing consciousness is your nervous 
system dipping into the Caribbean, gaining 
it back is an Eskimo dive in the Arctic. The 
first sense to return is sight, a disorienting 
sense to have without the other four. Sound 
comes next — but without any understand- 
ing of your surroundings, it hinders more 
than it helps. Acting on instinct alone, you 
either lunge and convulse or simply sit back 
and try to figure out where you are, how you 
got there and why the person responsible for 
your condition has stopped attacking you. 

In the last four months, this happened to 
me twice. Both times, the men who took 
me out stopped and made sure I was alive 
— then continued their attacks. And after- 
ward, groups of lawyers, doctors, blue-collar 
workers and college students had a laugh at 
my expense, and opened up about all of the 
times they, too, had been choked out, all in 
the service of Philadelphia's newest hobby. 



■ HUMAN COCKFICHTERS 

Mixed martial arts (MMA) is exactly 
what it sounds like: various martial arts 
— primarily Jiu-Jitsu and Muay Thai 
— combined with boxing and wrestling to create a 
more perfect fighter, both on the street and in orga- 
nized tournaments. Since its inception, MMA has had 
its share of critics. In the mid-1990s, U.S. Sen. John 
McCain deemed it “human cockfighting,” and fights 
were largely illegal, unsanctioned and brutal. No 
holds were barred, no gloves were used — and fights 
never went to the judges. 

Things have changed. Over the last 20 years, the 
sport, largely under the auspices of the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship (UFC) — to the MMA what 
the NFL is to football — has entered the American 
mainstream. The Ultimate Fighter, UFC’s flagship 
reality show, is coming up on its 12th season on Spike 
TV; ESPN put fighter Chuck Liddell on the cover of 
its magazine; and Sports Illustrated regularly calls 
MMA America's “fastest growing sport.” Forty-three 
states, including Pennsylvania, and Washington, D.C. 
now sanction professional MMA fights. 

MMA is no longer just for thugs on street comers 
and the most brutal outliers in traditional martial 
arts; it has spread across demographic and social 
strata, and permeates a larger swath of American cul- 
ture than your mother would probably imagine. 

And it is very much alive in Philly. 

With dozens of schools, thousands of students 
and near-monthly fights, Philadelphia has become 
a hotbed for MMA: Tiger Schulmann's Karate, 
longtime proprietor of strip-mall dojos, is now Tiger 
Schulmann’s MMA. Balance Studios has grown from 



zero gyms eight years ago to 32 as of April. Brad 
Daddis, who runs Daddis Fight Camps, has expanded 
his Philly studio twice and spread into Cherry Hill 
and Medford, N. J. And Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu United in 
Jenkintown has nearly tripled its students in the last 
five years — and that just touches on the bigger gyms. 
If you want to avoid major studios, you have options, 
as well: Former pro fighters like Travis Roesler run 
MMA training programs out of converted apartments, 
and even the 12th Street Gym offers an MMA class. 

Gyms are popping up from Rittenliouse to Kensin- 
gton to Jenkintown to Mount Airy, and they’re not 
just filled with the toughest guys the streets can find. 
Bankers, frat boys, construction workers, Ph.D.s, off- 
duty police officers, soccer moms, the guy selling you 
BlackBerrys, high school bullies and the nerds who 

borhood gym, trying to choke each other out. 

For the last few months, these were my people. For 
two or three hours a night, four or five times a week 
I immersed myself in this emergent sport, trying to 
figure out why so many people were interested in fight- 
ing each other inside a cage. I trained, hit — or, more 
accurately, got hit — and talked with as many of these 
fighters as I could, visiting n half-dozen gyms across 
the region and interviewing some 100 men and women 
on their way to and from their leisure pursuit . I learned 
submissions, throws and strikes, and found myself 
bruised, battered and in the best shape of my life. 

Let’s start at the beginning. 

■ DON'T TAP OUT 

I begin m y training at Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu United 
(BJJU), a gym run by former Jiu-Jitsu national cham- 





pion Jared Weiner. BJJU operates out of a storefront 
on Jenkintown's Old York Road; it shares a wall with 
a flower store, and is across a parking lot from a small 
suburban shop where people buy bagels on their way 
to work. I walk in at 5:40 on a cold Thursday after- 
noon in January, 20 minutes before class starts, but 
already a dozen students are chatting and joking in 
the front, watching old MMA fights on the corner tele- 
vision and a children's Jiu-Jitsu class, which is taking 
place on the mats in front of them. 

I make a beeline toward the desk and Weiner, sit- 
ting not 6 feet away, hops over and introduces himself. 
He’s trained in Jiu-Jitsu for more than half of his 31 
years, but he doesn't strike you as terrifying. He's 
5-foot-9, maybe 165 pounds and has ears that are 
puffed up from years of fighting. They stick slightly off 
his black-crew-cut-covered head as it nods intently, 
listening to my makeshift plan for a story. 

He breaks into a happy smile when I ask him not 
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Systems Support Technician 



When Lionel Borreli with biceps that take two 
large hands to fully encircle hanging off a frame 
that looks far too jacked to ever be able to cut to 
1 55 pounds — tells you, " I really just want to fight 
for the rest of my life. " you believe him. Borreli 
looks like a fighter. Which makes sense. He is a 
fighter. At night. 

By day. though, those arms are covered in a 
pressed button-down, hands wrapped around a 
mouse instead of a neck, Borreli is a systems sup- 
port technician with a happy family and an MBA. 
“[Fight training! helps me keep disciplined, no 
doubt “ he says after a recent workout, peeling off 
a sweat-soaked wife-beater. “But it's two totally 
different worlds. “ 

Night and day. 





COMING INTO THE NIGHT, I HAVE ONE 
GOAL: DON’T TAP OUT. NO MATTER HOW 
MUCH PAIN I FEEL, I NEED THE GYM TO 
RESPECT ME. 



H to take it easy on me, and he points me 
toward the locker room to change. 

Coming into the night, I have one goal: 
Don't tap out. In MMA, lapping out is 
the boxer’s equivalent of throwing in the towel. If at 
any point during a fight or sparring session, you yell 
“Tap!" or tap your hand against the mat or your oppo- 
nent, the fight ends. You lose. 

No matter how much pain I feel, I need the gym to 
respect me. So, no matter what, I won’t tap out. 

Three hours later, Weiner has proven good on his 
word: No one took it easy on me. My word? Not so good. 

By night's end. I’ve tapped out at least three times 
each roll — a roll is a short sparring session — no 
matter my opponent. A student with short brown hair 
and a blue belt, who later tells me he came to the gym 
to lose weight, puts me in an arm-bar, from which I 
can’t escape, then a neck crank, from which I cant 
escape, and finally something called an Americano, 
from which, again, I can’t escape. 
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Construction Company 
Owner/Pro Fighter 



As a star wrestle: and protective older brother. 
Matt Nice found himself in plenty of fights growing 
up in Warminster — sanctioned and otherwise. 
They left him scaired and motivated. 

First, the scars: Nice's right calf Is noticeably 
bigger than his right. It was stabbed in a street fight 
after he turned his back on an opponent. Not want- 
ing to alert the authorities, he drove himself to the 
hospital. It didn’t deter him from fighting. Several 
years later, armed with a wrestling background 
and not much else, Nice began an e-mail to Jared 
Weinerwith. "I want to be a pro fighter." 

Nice advanced to blue belt in Jiu-Jitsu quicker 
than anyone in BJJU's history: it took him five fights 
to win his first MMA amateur belt, and he holds 
the honorable distinction of being the first fighter 
ever to choke me unconscious in training. 

Now the owner of Nice Building and Renovation 
Nice begins his second career May 1 4 at Locked 
in the Cage 4 at the John M. Perzel Community 
Center in Northeast Philadelphia. ■ 



A 5-foot-4 Brazilian man built like a bowling ball 
laughs out loud as he losses me from one side of the 
mat to the next. 

I have exactly one offensive moment: I use the 
one move I remember from earlier in class to place 
myself in a position called “mount” — essentially the 
best place you can be in during a fight — though my 
opponent quickly escapes. After class, my antagonist 
explains: “I wanted to work on my escapes." 

The next morning, at precisely 5:23 a.m., I roll over 
and find myself wide awake, but unable to sit up. My 
lower back feels like it is in the midst of anesthesia- 
less surgery; my neck might as well have a brace on it; 
and up and down my body, muscles that I haven’t used 
in years arc angry at me for waking them from their 
slumber. To get out of bod, I push myself onto my hands 
and knees and use my arms to hoist myself up, and 
then grab enough furniture to raise my body onto my 
feet. I hobble toward the medicine cabinet, swallow a 
handful of painkillers and collapse until they kick in. 

Clearly, this hobby has downsides. Over the ensu- 
ing months, I bleed from my nose, mouth and limbs. I 
vomit during and after workouts. My back, neck, arms 
and legs take turns bothering me the most and I get 
used to takingTylenol with my morning coffee. The 
drawbacks aren't just physical: MMA can be demor- 
alizing. If you tap — and if you’re a newbie, you will 
tap — you can't blame the ref, your teammates or an 
unlucky bounce. You have to admit that, for that one 
moment, someone else was better than you. 

“Your failures are on a very visceral level,” says 
Justin Labarge, a Muay Thai instructor at BJJU.“It’s 
a very unpleasant way to lose.” 

Training was time-consuming, too — and expensive. 
Before you can start, you’re going to need a Jiu-Jitsu 
Gi (uniform), a decent mouth guard, a cup (if you’re a 
guy), shin pads, head gear, 5- and 16-ounce gloves and 
hand wraps, at minimum. 

But I also found a lot to like. The physical effects were 
obvious: 1 lost fat, gained muscle and, after the initial 
workout shock was over, started to wake up earlier and 
have more energy throughout the day. I learned a lot, 
too, and quickly: If the E. James Beale of today fought 
the E. James Beale who showed up as a BJJU rookie 
that January evening, I would kick my ass — a fact 
that lent itself to an addictive learning curve. 

■ THE NEW BREED 

None of that explains how Philadelphia emerged as 
such a hot spot for cage fighting. Part of it is Philly 
itself. Our town’s long-standing boxing tradition and 
affinity for the underdog made it a natural fit for MMA. 

Tlie other part: a guy named Stcvo Maxwell, who 
well get to momentarily. 

Today, MMA is a global phenomenon: In March, a 
Canadian and an Englishman sold out the Prudential 



Center in New Jersey just months after two 
Brazilians sold out the Staples Center in Los Angeles. 

“It’s awesome,” UFC President Dana White boast- 
ed to me after the New Jersey event. “Our world is 
getting smaller and smaller and smaller.” 

But two decades ago, it barely existed. MMA's rise 
can be directly attributed to the Gracie family — the 
family that founded UFC’s most prevalent martial 
art, Gracie Jiu-Jitsu — and UFC itself 
Originally designed to determine the most effec- 
tive martial art, the first UFC event in 1993 was an 
eight-man tournament of experts in various strains 
of fighting. The winner was promised a $50,000 cash 
prize. Royce Gracie, easily the smallest competitor in 
the event at 180 pounds, won, beating a boxer, a wres- 
tler and a kick-boxing specialist along the way. After 
that, Gracie Jiu-Jitsu and the competition that made 
it famous took off in popularity. 

A few years cnrlicr, Steve Maxwell, now 57, was 
a Philadelphia trainer looking for a new challenge. 

He had been an NCAA Division I wrestler at West 
Chester University, and wanted a project to fill the 
void. One day, ho found himself at a do-it-yourself 
video store filled with tapes on everything from how 
to fix a sink to how to birth a baby. While browsing, 
Maxwell happened upon a Gracie Jiu-Jitsu tape, 
bought it, popped it in and became hooked. 

The Gracies traveled back then, giving Jiu-Jitsu 
demonstrations across the country. At their next local 
event, in Parsippany, N, J,, Maxwell tracked them 
down. Within months, he was traveling back and forth 
between his Philadelphia home to the Grades’ base 
in Torrance, Calif., learning to be a Jiu-Jitsu expert. 

He became Royce Grade’s strength and conditioning 
coach, and when the Gracies opened their teaching 
sdiool in the early '90s, he was the first person to enroll. 

Then, unexpectedly, the Society Hill Health Club 
at which Maxwell had been a trainer went under, 
leaving him jobless. “I knew I had to do something,” 
Maxwell says in a phone interview from his current 
home in Port Townsend, Wash. “I thought, ‘What the 
hell,’ I had an opportunity to open my own gym, and I 
dedded if not then, never ” 

He was able to lease out an old men’s dothing 
warehouse on the top floor of 707 Chestnut St., where 
the Maxercise gym still stands today. “For 15 years 
(before he took it over] it was completely unren table,” 
Maxwell explains. 'It should have been condemned." 

But it wasn't, and its poor condition meant he could 
get it for cheap. He bought the old Sodety Hill mats, 
cleaned the area with the help oflocal high sdiool kids, 
began to fill his gym with wrestling buddies and a 
small army of students — including Phil and Ricardo 
Migliarese and Jared Weiner. Maxwell almost imme- 
diately found himself in demand. When enthusiasts 
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B learned that he was Grade’s trainer, the 
demand intensified. But perhaps more 
importantly. Maxwell had established the 
only Jiu-Jitsu school in the Northeast; the 
next closest was in Miami. People flocked to it, both to 
train and to challenge the upstart sport. 

“At least once a month some guy would come in and 
want to fight," Maxwell says. Ho would let "pit bulls” 

— star students — fight in no-holds-barred matches. 

"Karate guys came in and started wanting to do 
challenge matches. Kung fu guys came in, wrestling 
guys came in, and they all wanted to fight," Weiner 
recalls. “They didn’t believe that they could get held 
down on the ground and get their face smacked 
around or get choked unconscious.” 

Time and time again, they were proven wrong. 

This new breed of Philadelphia fighter improved 
quickly, and as the sport expanded, guys like Weiner 
and the Migliareses branched out, and started their 
own gyms across the city. Soon Philly was a launching 
pad for Jiu-Jitsu. MMA wasn’t far behind. 

■ MANIPULATING BODIES 

Today, people come to MMA from all walks of life. 

Local pro athletes, including Phillie Raul Ibanez and 
Eagles Trent Cole and David Akers, take classes to 
bolster their core strength. Travis Roesler, a former 
college football player at Penn, speaks to this point: “It 
improved my football skills drastically. I started think- 
ing about manipulating bodies instead of raw power.” 
He stops for a minute, and shakes his head: “I weigh 
probably 200 pounds now, and I’d be a better nose 
tackle now than I was at 280.” 

But the sport isn’t just for hardcore athletes. “There 
are so many different people here it is unreal,” says 
Phil Migliarese, now the owner of Balance Studios. 
“We have half of the police department training, got 
to be 100 college kids, a large portion of attorneys — I 
have no idea why — and groups of union guys.” 

The sport's eclecticism is hard to escape. Daddis' 
South Philadelphia studio, for instance, is big and 
black, but bright, like a cave on the side of an elevated 
mountain, filled with professional fighters hitting 
heavy bags next to Center City accountants on their 
lunch break and housewives practicing self-defense. 
After several weeks, no one seems out of place. 

Why are these people drawn to MMA? They’re mar- 
keted to, for starters: Nearly every gym’s website has a 
testimonial from someone who slimmed down, and gym 
owners are happy to trot out their biggest success sto- 
ries for prospective clients. (Daddis’ gym has a guy who 
lost 97 pounds and now fights in unsanctioned bouts.) 

“Some people think that we're only about developing 
fighters,” Weiner says, “Fuck that. I want lout of shape 
people] to come in here, and I want to help their lives.” 
From a competitive perspective, the sport is similarly 
universal, in that the biggest guy doesn’t always win. 
“When you’re looking at a dude like Mike Tyson or 
Evandcr Holyficld, everyone out there is going, ‘Well, 
shit, I can’t possibly compete with these huge, jacked 
men who have spent their entire fives getting punched 
in boxing gyms and don't seem to care,’” says Roesler. 
“Now, there is a form of fighting that proves the 
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HURT. I THINKTHEY WOULD WATCH COCK- 
FIGHTING, BULLFIGHTING, DOGFIGHTING." 



boredom. They get bored and they stop," says Daddis. 
“Well, boredom just isn’t a problem in [MMA]." 

You learn things you otherwise wouldn't. For 
instance, most people don’t know how to properly 
throw a punch. Even if someone has the right hand 
positioning — fists covering the face, roughly 2 
inches in front of each temple with the thumb cover- 
ing closed fingers — they will often push their fist 
forward and then bring it back on a plane, like a cash 
register opening and closing. That's wrong. 

“A crappy punch uses the tricep and shoulder mus- 
cle only — not two of the largest muscles in the body,” 
says Daddis. “A true punch comes from the ground up. 
It starts by pivoting the back foot. . . . The twisting of 
the foot will in turn twist the hips, putting all of your 
body weight behind the punch.” 

It is why someone like Manny Pacquiao can punch 
three times harder than a 300-pound meathead at the 
gym. “Give me seven hours with a guy, and I guaran- 
tee you he’ll know some tricks that could win him a 
fight,” Phil Migliarese brags. 

Explanation No. 2 is counterintuitive: Cage fight- 
ing is a fantastic way to make friends. I've been going 
to gyms my entire adult life, and I’ve never had a real 
conversation with the guy lifting next to me. Months 
ofhopping from one gym to the next, I had numerous 



in-depth conversations with perfect strangers. Part of 
that is work-product — I’ve never written a story about 
people lifting weights — but not all of it. I’ve gone to 
MMA studios incognito — no notepads, no introduction 
— and found myself in conversations about everything 
from my fantasy football team to the financial merits of 
male stripping. MMA gyms are social. If one gym mem- 
ber has a local fight, the rest come out to show support. 

■ IT CAN BE VICIOUS 

When I mentioned my training to a longtime boxing 
fan and close friend, he went on the attack: “I find the 
entire sport to be symptomatic of a greater cultural 
malaise that resists technique, discipline, structure 
and extreme skill but embraces tattoos, kicking, 
speed and energy drinks.” 

This is not an uncommon sentiment. Stephen Acunto, 
a longtime member of the New York State Athletic 
Commission, told NPR in 2007, “I think [MMA] satiates 
the barbaric pleasure of people who like to see someone 
hint, ... I think they would watch cockfighting, bull- 
fighting, dogfighting and anything of that nature” 

The American Medical Association opposes the 
sport, because, it says, fighters risk brain damage from 
excessive blows to the head — a criticism that UFC 



To keep his classes loose, Jared Weiner teases 
nearly every student at BJJU. Most are easy tar- 
gets: I'm a writer, Matt Nice Is fond of his fedora, 
everyone refers to one student as "Gusher" over 
a cut gone wrong, and so on. Michael Ogbuehl is 
no exception: He needs a date for prom. 

A senior at Abington High School, Ogbuehi 
probably has the nicest stand-up fighting game 
of any 1 7 -year-old in the tri-state area. It's a skill 
he's honed competing against pro fighters day 
in and day out. 

As for his future? He's headed to Eastern Univ- 
ersity next year, and if he ever wants to turn pro. 
he's well on his way. First, though, about that 



H intelligent fighter has the advantage.” 
Buzz plays a role, too: Gyms get a boost 
every time UFC runs its reality television 
show The Ultimate Fighter on Spike, and 
nearly every good fighter I met admits to watching it. “I 
saw Ithe show] and thought, I could do that,” says Matt 
Nice, who makes his pro debut May 14 at the John M. 
Perzel Community Center in Northeast Philadelphia. 

Of course, few get involved to go pro. If you ask people 
why they joined, the most frequent answers aren't 
MMA-specific. Rather, they’re the reasons you’d hear 
for joining any gym — get in shape, find a new work- 
out, take on a new challenge, accompany a friend. In 
itself this is telling. MMA gyms are no longer havens 
of street toughs; still, MMA instructors say their reten- 
tion rates are far better than other gyms. (Migliarese 
estimates his gym’s retention rate at 95 percent; the 
industry standard, he says, is about 75 percent.) 

There are two explanations: The first is the chal- 
lenge. “The No. 1 killer to people's workout plans is 
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H has responded to with the rather weak 
“football is worse" argument. While cer- 
tainly no one within gyms eschews tech- 
nique, discipline or structure — they'd 
die — MMA simulates actual lights, and actual fights 
can be brutal. In MMA, unlike traditional martial arts, 
a fighter can take his opponent to the ground, post up 
over him, and then punch him repeatedly in the face. 

It can bo vicious, and the crowds that frequent 
matches often want blood. 

At local shows, you’ll hear chants of “stand those 
cunts up” if referees allow fighters to grapple on the 
ground, and worse if the fighters are female. Larger 
fights aren’t much better. When UFC first came to 
Philly last August, the loudest shouts were not for a 
well -executed knockout but rather for two Snooki loo- 
kalikes doing battle in the lower deck. The most vicious 
boos at UFC 111, the March 27 event at the Prudential 
Center, weren't for a villain: They were for Matthew 
Riddle, a local fighter who had been kicked in the face 
illegally. Riddle told the ref he couldn't continue and 
was taunted mercilessly for his supposed lack of effort. 

These crowds can be painted in broad strokes. An 
overwhelming proportion of those who attend are 
white, male and wearing Tapout hats tilted to the side. 

“If you go to any sporting event you're going to have 
some hooligans," says Jeff Cressman, a local pro. “I’ve 
seen it happen a lot more at Eagles games than I ever 
have at MMA events.” 

Be that as it may, as I left the arena that night, the 
ground surrounding the arena was covered in dis- 
carded Muscle Milk bottles and energy drink cans. 

In gyms, however, that side of the sport is less promi- 
nent. There, MMA is getting away from its no-holds- 



barred roots. Roeslor, the former pro fighter, teaches 
fraternity boys MMA at Penn. One high-schooler I 
talked to took up MMA because his mother deemed 
it safer than boxing. Jason Brown, owner of Urban 
Athlete in Mount Airy, markets a program with the 
tagline “Train like a fighter without getting hit." 

The next wave of MMA enthusiasts might not be fight- 
ers at all. Phil Migliarese — who, with his black hair 
gelled and his slightly crooked teeth smiling through a 
tight black goatee, looks more like a PR rep (his night 
job) than a fight instructor (his day gig) — knows that 
15 years ago, the “it” martial art was Tae Bo. “Yeah it’s a 
fad, "he says of MMA. 'Tads go in, fads go out.” 

But that doesn't mean MMA is going to fall off the map. 

“You know what the biggest thing I’ve done is?" Mig- 
liarese asks. Considering that he’s designed training 
programs for several federal agencies, his answer surpr- 
ises: “This DVD,” He hands me Yoga for Fighters , which 
is the exact opposite of what it sounds. The people who 
buy Yoga for Fighters — more than 40,000 of them — 
aren't people who real fighters would consider fighters; 
they’re people who want the imago, or body, of fighters. 

Fighting has become a hobby. 

■ TRIANGLE CHOKE 

A few weeks ago I was matched against one of the few 
students newer to the sport than I was. We worked 
together for an hour, and then began to spar. 

I grabbed his right arm down to break his posture, 
dropped to my back, thrust my body backward with my 
hips and legs, wrapped my left leg over his right shoul- 
der, forced my right knee over my right ankle, pushed 
my hips up and pulled down on his now-restricted neck. 

Within seconds my opponent tapped my leg, and I 




released. He sat back, looking confused; within sec- 
onds, we started up again. Afterward, he grabbed me, 
pulled me to the side and asked me what happened. 
“Triangle choke," I replied nonchalantly, as if I had 
done it a thousand times before. 

For me, within a few short weeks MMA had already 
turned from a challenge to a routine Wednesday night. 
So is cage fighting going to replace neighborhood pick- 
up games? Well, not quite. I’ve played a lot of pickup ball 
and never have I paused to vomit. But it’s getting there. 

“We had this section on our website about ‘breaking 
the myths of MMA,”’ Daddis says. “We decided that it 
was ready for it to come off." 

The myths are changing: “Mothers come in here with 
their high-schoolers, and Mom knows what MMA stuff 
is. You know what? Mom might even want to train.” 

( ejames. beale@cUypaper. net) 

*See additional profiles of local MMA fighters and video of 
£. James Beale’s training at citypaper.net. 
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Wife/Mother/Cage Fighter 



On a recent Wednesday, one of the six days per 
week that Andria Caplan trains, her 10-year-old 
son, John, accompanied her to the gym. John, who 
has blond spiky hair and an oversize green Daddis 
Fight Camps shirt, joked around with off-duty 
instructors and patiently waited as mom kicked, 
punched and grappled several feet away. 

“It's something I never dread doing," Caplan 
says. "If I'm not in [the gym] I’m thinking about it 
or talking about it" 

It shows. Andria has won two Muay Thai fights, 
her first giappling tournament and is nowa known 
quantity in the local MMA community. She credits 
the sport with keeping her healthy, energetic and 
even socially active. 

There is one drawback, though: All of her son's 
friends keep asking her to teach them how to fight. 
"I have to tell them all no." she says. "We can't 
have them running around like that. " 
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GET YOUR COLONIAL ON! 

A thriving shopping and dining destination for 
more than two centuries. 

ipstoric"' Old City is the heart of urban 
Philadelphia. The birthplace of our nation 
is as enjoyable today as it was in 1776. Old 
City is home to historic settings ranging from Inde- 
pendence Hall to Christ Church, all within walking 
distance of over 200 restaurants, boutiques and art 
galleries. So make a day of it, or better yet, extend 
your visit. There's something for everyone just wait- 
ing around the comer; visit oldcitydistrict.org. 



> OLD CITY 

H EAT/DRINK: Can’t decide on a hoagie orchees- 
esteak? Have both at Campo’s (214 Market St., 
215-923-1000, camposdeli.com). Mike and Denise 
Campo serve up mouth-watering tastes including 
the “Mama Mia,” featuring prosciutto, sopressata, old-fashioned 
capicola, sharp provolone, hot and sweet roasted peppers, all on 
a seeded or plain roll. Don’t forget, you can ship a taste of Philly 
home to you with their convenient mail-order program. 

For an old-fashioned ice cream experience, head to The Franklin 
Fountain ( 116 Market St., 215-627-1899, feanklinibuntain.com ). 
Step back in time and enjoy an authentic “Home Made Hot Fudge” 
— two dipperfuls ofPhiladelphia vanilla bean ice cream suffocated 
in Franklin Fountain hot fudge and topped with their fresh whipped 
cream and a cherry — a true American icon. 

Enjoy the sights of Old City while treating yourself to a wide 
variety of premium drinks — rums, Cuban cocktails made with 
fresh fruits or one of many signature mojitos — and eating authen- 
tic Cuban cuisine at Cuba Libre Restaurant and Rum Bar 1 10 




South Second St., 215-627-0666, cubaH- 
brerestaurant.com). 

Need a morning pick-me-up? Visit 
Double Shots Espresso Bar (211 
Chestnut St., 215-351-5171)foracoffee, 
latte or tea to keep you going while you 
see all there is to see in Old City. 
ARTS/CULTURE/SHOPPING: Fbr 
unique, funky and fabulous accessories, 
check out Sioux Zanne Messix, (54V£ 
N. Third St., 215-928-9250) for vintage- 
inspired and one-of-a-kind jewelry, hand- 
bag and clothing designs 

For a history of wood arts, explore The 
Wood Turning Center (501 Vine St., 
215-923-8000, woodtumingcenter.org) 
for acclaimed exhibitions of contem- 
porary wood art by local, national and 
international artists. 
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Neighborhood Guide 

Comics aren't just for kids at Brave New 
Worlds (45 N. Second St., 215-925-6525, brave- 
newworldscomics.com), where you can read the 
summer's biggest blockbusters after you see 
thorn on the big screen. 

Relax with a signature spa treatment at 
Terme Di Aroma, (32 N Third St., 215-829- 
9769, termediaroma.com), featuring a wonderful 
array of luxurious bath and body products, books, 
organic candles and CDs. 

For some of the best children’s theater in the 
city, visit The Arden Theatre Company (40 
N. 2nd St., 215-922-1122, ardentheatre.org), fea- 
turing its newest production of the classic story 
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, extended through 
June 27. 

Gallery ML (126 Market St., 215-717-7774, 
mushcrlovclundphoto.com) is one of only two gal- 
leries in the world that are permanently devoted 
to creating and displaying Body Painting. 
Glimpse their vision of displaying all the unique 
styles of Body Painters from all over the world to 
the general public. 

WHO TO KNOW: Make sure to meet Stefan 
Vasilis, general manager of Triumph Brewing 



Co. Inc. (117 Chestnut St., 
215-625-0855, triumphbrew- 
ing.com). Under Stephan’s lead- 
ership, Triumph has become 
one of the forefront leaders in 
the craft beer industry here in 
Philadelphia. 

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK: 
Enjoy the original gallery “open 
house” held the First Friday 
of each month (rain or shine), 5 
to 9 p.m. View the latest in con- 
temporary art, as local design- 
ers and internationally recog- 
nized artists display their col- 
lections. Old City boasts more 
than 40 unique art galleries. 

Make your reservations 
early for the ever-popular 
Mother's Day Tea Party 
with Betsy Ross at 239 Arch 
St., with food provided by City 
Tavern, set for Sat., May 8, at 
4 p.m. Tickets are $35 for two; 
$15 for each additional. The 
event sells out quickly, so call 
215-686-1254 today. 









■ ■■ OLD CITY 



■4 NEIGHBORHOOD GUIDE 

advertorial supplement 




HAPPY HOUR 

Mon - Fri, 5-7PM 

$6 champagne cocktails, Svedka cocktails, 
domestic wine 

$3 domestics . $5 Select food menu 
THURSDAY CENTER CITY SOCIAL 

8 Weeks Starting May 1 3th 
$3 house wine, Svedka cocktails, domestics. 
$5 Select food menu 
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( Vaninis 
Trattoria 

317 MaAcI Street. Old City, PA 19106 • 215-928 8998 

The staff at Panini's ‘Trattoria 

By presenting this "Certificate" you will 
receive a complimentary glass of sprits’ 
sangria or wine with your Dinner. 

All Main Courses and Pasta Dishes come 
with a choice of soup or salad. 

Open on Saturday’s and Sunday’s 
for Brunch 1 0am-2pm 
Build Your Own Frittata 
~ Breakfast Starts at 8am ~ 

For more information visit our 
website wu-u.<Paninuo(dcily.cpm or 
twitter us ffPanimspfuffy 

for our daily specials and 

B . Y . O . B 

(Bring) (Your) (Own) (Bottle) 
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>- preparation of G UK, the customary 
Korean breakfast is explained ingreat detail In 
one of the early chapteis of Sonya Chung's Long 
for This Mfor/dfScribner, March 2). The passage 
isn’t particularly important but the description is 
a thoroughly conventional move for acertain kind 
of novel. Chung is good at assembling these con- 
ventions: Long for This World includes a wedding 
and a funeral or two. afew generations of a family 
gathering ina angle house. and simmering cross- 
cultural conflict between the modern demands of 
youth and the dictates of tradition. 

These elements aren’t mere empty gestures. 
Like a useful cliche, most exist because they get 
at something universal; this is the case not only 
with soapy family dramas, but also romances and 
science fiction and cop thrilleis. For some novels, It’s 
enough to animate these relationshi ps and shared 
experiences with the specifics of a situation or a 
& culture.ButChungbstory— -anchored by long-ago 

* emigrant Han Hyun-kyu’s spontaneous Journey 
£ back to his Korean hometown, and his combat 
j photographer daughter Jane's trip to follow him 
| — usesthesecommonalitiestodevelopacircle 
- ofdelicatelydrawncharactersoutofaseriesof 
; resonant snapshots. 

"■ Chungbuildshernanativeoutofthose isolated, 
“ telling moments. They're not obviously stitched 
s together, and she moves freely between different 
characters'hstcriesand perspectives. But it's Jane 
5 whoseparticularvisionprovidesakeytothewhole. 
f Her debate between love and lust, responsibility 
g and self-gratification, defines her relationships to 
< famllyandtoversandworkEvenasChungrefracts 
> this debate across other scenes and characters, 
S she maintains her photographic style, careful in its 
S reserve, with no unnecessary disclosure, 
i That sense of reserve also hovers over The 
S Singer's GunJUnbndled. May4). Emily St. John 

* Mandel's strange, spare novel also features a 
£ single central character working to define himself 
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By Carolyn Huckabay 



DALET GALLERY 

From a distance, M artha Posner’s sculptures are sweetly 
balletic: Evoking blissful action, the creamy, rustic children’s 
gowns seem to float on their own, dancing like little girls do. But 
step right up, and beautiful quickly turns grotesque. Posner's 
“Unfamiliar Skin” comprises a handful of such “shape-shifters," 
made of found objects, wire, feathers, pigment, synthetic hair and 
beeswax. The result is a texture not unlike the flesh of picked-over 
roadkill, wounded and sticky. It’s a visceral juxtaposition of sweet 
and wholly unsavory, yet for the artist, transformation is the 
key. “When the shape is shifting, it enters a transient state," says 
Posner in her artist statement, “which transcends categorization 
as either human or beast." Whether you choose to get close or 
keep your distance, you won’t be able to look away. Opening recep- 
tion Fru, May 7, 5-9 p.m., free, ends June 6, 141 N. Second St., 215- 
923-2424, daletart.com. 

B SQUARE GALLERY 

Pigs for sale! Benefiting art therapy programs at local hospitals, 
this weekend’s Adopt a Pig community crawl features piggy 
banks hand-painted and embellished by local artists and Moore 
College of Art & Design alumnae. Each bank — decorated with 
everything from feathers and sunglasses to cotton candy — costs 



$250, and 100 percent of proceeds go to the nonprofit.They have 
children with cancer decorate small-size banks while they’re in the 
hospital," says Doris Chomey, director of alumnae affairs at Moore, 
of Adopt a Pig. The organization also prepares ‘coping kits’ for the 
families." Participating galleries include Dupree, B Square, Du 
Vinci, Philadelphia Magic Gardens and Stoneworks. Champagne 
reception Fri., May 7, 6-9 p.m., $25, B Square Gallery, 614 & Ninth 
St* community crawl, Fri., May 7, 6-9 p.m., and Sat., May 8, 1-9 p.m., 
free, various galleries, adoptapig.com. 

LAKSHMI HAIR STUDIO 

For something completely different, George Aley . creative direc- 
torof Alley Ink Dance, brings Curl Up and Dye to the heartofOkf 



mation,” says the choreographer — presents an ideal art-viewing 
opportunity. “I do not understand why we continue to be precious 
about how we watch dunce,” says Alley. "Those who buy tickets to 
sit in the studio will experience deconstructed versions of ballet, 
African [dance] and punk in a more kinesthetic way; those who 
watch the piece outside the huge storefront window will experience 
the piece as an installation." Fri., May 7,8 pm., S8-S10, 21 N. Second 
St* 215-350-3504, georgealley.com. 



It’s a visceral 
juxtaposition 
of sweet and 
unsavory. 



City. Though it’s not an exhil 
and if s not in a gallery. Alley 
argues that die dance piece 
— in which performers get 
their hair cut throughout the 
show as a means of explorini 
“our obsession with transfor 



[ sending bloggerati scrambling ] 



t kaleidoscope | 

► album 

With his luscious Life of Leisu re EP and 
its blissfully bleary slow-mo standout 
“Feel It All Around," Georgia’s Washed 
Out ( aka Ernest Greene) created some 
delectably gauzy bedroom electro — and 
sent bloggerati scrambling to their mix-n- 
match genre-generators (chillwave?), pun-mills (glo-fi?) and psych 
textbooks (hypnagogic pop?). He also hit on a moniker that neatly 
encapsulates the sound’s distinct yet ineffable mood, evoking the 
comfortingly woozy languor and golden haze of possibility that can 
follow in the wake of utter emotional exhaustion. 

— K. Ross Hoftman 



► theater 

B. Someday Productions, the risk-taking project of Frankford 
Avenue’s Walking Fish Theatre's founders Michelle Pauls and 
Stan Heleva, brings Kensington native Mark Borkowski home 
with plays set in Philly. Qravediggert through May 23, bsomeday. 
org) includes three eerie one-acts: Twilight’s Child (directed by the 
author), A Gravedigger’s Tide and The Mutilation of St. Barbara. 
Expect whores, junkies, drama and death — exactly what people 
assume about the neighborhood. — Mark Cotta 



► tribute/country 

Will Oldham's got a voice like a drunken hobo, a strangled cow- 
boy, a drowning forty-niner. It's rich and warbly and not easily 
mimicked or improved upon. So raise a jar of moonshine to Philly 
singer-songwriter Hezekiah Jones (dude knows something about 
dark country music himself), who is gathering some pals for a big 
ol’ tribute — Hezekiah Jones and Family Sings Greatest 
Wil Oldham Music — Sunday at World Cafe Live. 

— Patrick Rapa 



► dvd 

The poster child of bespectacled teenage 
apathy finally makes her DVD debut. 

Daria: The Complete Animated Series 
comes out Tuesday, and the ennui-filled, 
deep- voiced Morgendorfierisjust as glori- 
ous as her MTV days. The original music 
(which introduced me to bands like the 
Cramps) was given the combat boot because ofrights issues, but the 
set contains eveiy episode from the 1997-2002 run, plus the series’ 
two made-for-TV movies. Its good to see some old faves on the tube 
again: Kevin and Brittany, Quinn and the Fashion Club, and Trent 
and the restofMystik Spiral. But they might change their name. 





flickpick (movie review ] 




THE STARKNESS: Robert Downey Jr. suits up 
again asbilionaire piayboy/superhero Tony Stark 



IRON MAN 2 

[ B ] WHAT IF TONY Stark were real? What if reporters analyzed die goings-on of a 
billionaire weaponsmaker/superhero so cool that folks cheer when he screams “I have 
successfully privatized world peace!" at Senate hearings? In real life, we’re scared on 
our own soil In Iron Man Land, with Stark’s shadow looming over die stars and bare 
like an armed beach umbrella, we don't agonize over North Korea stockpiling war- 
heads or extremists cultivating splinter cells — why should we, when the dude with 
the suit eats his Whea ties, just like us? Picking up after Stark (Robert Downey Jr.) 
revealshis Iron Man identity, Jon Favreau’s sequel has a new baddie (Mickey Rourke), 
a new hottie (Scarlett Johansson),a new business rival (Sam RockwelDanda new 
BFF (Don Cheadle, replacing Terrence Howard ). Stark, resisting pressure to surren- 
der his suit to the military, ensures the government that America’s enemies are lag- 
ging behind technologically. He’s wrong — the vengeful Russian Ivan Vanko (Rourke), 
hell-bent on righting past wrongs, builds some toys of his own, nearly besting Iron 
Man in a surprise attack. This, coupled with the fact that the palladium running his 
heart is slowly poisoning him, causes Stalk to lose focus — but he's forced to snap into 
it after arms-race player Justin Hammer (Rockwe 11) hires Vanko and funds an army of 
'bots set to kill. Justin Theroux, tackling his second-ever screenplay, exploits Downey's 
gift of glib, keeping things popcorn-friendly with throwaway giggles that distract from 
the movie’s many ridiculous moments. (Did we just watch Stark build a DIY particle 
accelerator in his garage?) Favreau's put togedier an unchallenging, easy-to- watch 
two hours that'll appeal to anyone who got lost in the 2008 original. But the movie also 
posits, clunkily, what it'd be like to live in an America where peace of mind is as simple 
as knowing a playboy can incinerate any threat with a wave ofhis gilded palm. In real 
life, Times Square almost turned to rubble. In Iron Man Land, Stark has a suit that 
shrinks down to the size of a briefcase, meaning the key to domestic tranquility could 
be categorized as a carry-on item aboard a Southwest Airlines flight — Drew Lazor 




reconsiderme 1 



EAT ME } 

►the transition from lead singer to solo | 
artistwasasmcothoneforNataieMerchait.When ft 
she left 10,000 Maniacs ini 993. the band was at 
Its peak popularity, with steadily increasing sales 
and a well-received spot on MTVUnplugged. Since 
then, the group has limped along with one replace- 
ment vocalist or another, but its never matched its 
earlier success. Meanwhile, Merchant went on to 
outperform her old crew with a pair of platinum 
discs. But what’s she been up to lately? 

After takingoff to have a daughter sixyeais ago, 
Merchant's backwith leave YarrtJeep.atwo-disc 
set of songs inspired by 1 8th- and 1 9th -century 
poems for children. It’s stunning, both in its musical 
scope —more than 100 players help Merchant 
turn obscure old rhymes into lively jazz, fol k and 
rock songs — and its depth of research, with the 
singers notes filling a beautifully packaged book. 
Among the standouts are abluegrass take on Ogden 
Nash’scomic caper"Adventuresof Isabel” and John 
Godfrey Saxe’s political parable “The Blind Men 
and the Elephant,” which brings togetherHazmat 
Modine, the Fairfield FourandThe Ditty Bops for an 
improbable mix of klezmer, gospe I and swing . 

But Merchant cribbed lyrics from Mother Goose 
long before she became a mom. "Eat for Twa" from 
1989S Bind Man's Zoo, drawson Humpty Dumpty 
to express regret andresentmentoveran unwanted 
pregnancy, and Merchant adds her own moral: “Pride 
is formen/Young girtsshould run and hide instead." 
Factor in jangly and determined guitars, and you're 
left with the best thing she’ll ever write. x 

Mostof/ooscthersongsfollowoneoftwobland t 
formulas: Deceptively upbeat arrangements add jr 
little juice to Merchant's musingson imperialism J 
('' Please ForgiveUs") end environmental ccntamina- > 
tion(“PoisonintheWell"),whilemeanderingmelo- q 
diessuckalltheairoutofherbigstatementsonwar ^ 
("TheBigParade”)andpoverty(“DustBowl”).The ? 
exceptionis"TroubleMe.’whichcoastsonJevetta 5 
SteeleSwarmbackingvccals.Whichgetstothecnix ■- 
ofthe problem: Even with impeccable lyrics and a ' 
heart in the right place. Merchant’s glassy ti mbre 
and garbled diction are grating as hell. 

(m_fine@cilypaperjiet) - 
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at our Mother's Day Event. 

For a schedule of events and specials, please visit 
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+ First Friday Focus 




AND THEN THERE’S ... 

Moulin Rouge-heads, take note: Lisa M. 

Reisman et Cie’s May exhibit is tout Toulouse, 
tout le temps. 'Toulouse-Lautrec: The Artist and 
His Circle” features original works plus purchas- 
able prints and posters from the short (and short- 
lived) artist’s oeuvre. Opening reception Fri., May 
7, 5:30-9 p.m., free, ends May 29, 17 14 Rittenhouse 
Square St., 215-735-2781. lisart.com . . . Little 
Berlin assesses the worth of art in “Value City” a 
group show that “redefine |sl the balance between 
concept and material value." Opening reception 
Fri., May 7, 6-10 p.m., free, ends May 30, 119W. 
Montgomery Aue., 610-308-0579, littleberlin.org. 

(carolyn.huckabay@citypaper. net) 



> music/art 

+ FOLKLORE 

If you've ever zoned out to the 
'•Rites of Spring" section of Dis- 
ney's Fantasia, perhaps you, too, 
have wondered what this planet 
will look like when we're all fossils. 
JimmyHughesisinthe same boat 
The Philly/Athens, Ga.. impresario 
is pondering post-people world 
on Home Church Road, the forth- 
coming release from his split-city 
collective Folklore. Their ghostly 
Americana should play perfectly 
into the new song cycle, as will 
the work of Athens artist Hannah 
Campbell. Her style splits the 
difference between earthy and 
ethereal, and on Wednesday 
she'll exhibit pieces created for 
Hughes' project at The Bean (61 5 
South St, beancafephilly.com), as 
Home Church Road spins in the 
background. Give a look and a 
listen while you still can. 

— John Vettese 



+ Universal Pictures 

<« continued from page 28 

Anton’s vulnerabil- 
ity comes from his 
forged credentials. 

despite ttffitegacy erf tamlly, and, like Chung, Mande! co-opts 
the structures of a specific genre to highlight this. Anton Waker's 
story begins in theft, with his parents fencing stolen goods 
and him helping a cousin peddle forgeries. After he makes a 
doomed attempt to live straight, with a pretty fiancee and a 
middle-manager's office, the last crooked job he's forced to 
pull becomes inevitable. 

The Singer's Gunwears the trappings of a thriller, with an FBI 
investigation, a femme fatale and a double cross or two. But 
Mandel avoids tension, intentionally — time gets attenuated, 
stretched out in two central episodes, and she concerns herself 
much more with careful description and boredom and waiting 
than with tension. The criminal stuff is important as a canvas, 
but by removing the velocity of the thriller form, that canvas 
lets Anton carefully unpack the deeper issues of morality and 
obligation that his author's really interested in. Anton's vulner- 
ability comes from his forged credentials, his self-definition. 
He lies to go straight; he’s a genuine fake. 

In her odd trio of narrators — a transgendered woman, the 
plastic surgeon she briefly lives with, and one of the surgeon's 
patients — Catherine Kirkwood's Cut Away (Arktoi, April 1) 
literalizes and embodies these issues of self-definition and 
genuineness. The novel starts with a mystery bred unnatu- 
rally from a family drama: the disappearance of a teenage 
runaway. Although the book opens with Olivia and moves 
forward because of her absence. Kirkwood's focus is on those 
her disappearance touches: Asa, her mother, the patient; 



Eleanor, the surgeon, whose card Asa finds 
in Olivia's room; and Alexandra, holding 
herself apart from the world she doesn't 
fit into, who gives Olivia shelter before the 
girl is gone for good. 

The girl's disappearance pulls them 
together into an unstable triangle, and it 
warps and stresses each of them in unex- 
pected ways. Kirkwood skillfully develops 
the issues of identity that these conflicts 
create; by rooting those issues in the physi- 
cal world of appearances and transforma- 
tion, she pushes them toward the Gothic. 
Asa — who contracts Eleanor to change her 
face.bitbybittomoredoselyresembleher 
missing daughter's — provides an espe- 
cially chilling version of Anton Waker. 

But Kirkwood's strongest accomplish- 
ment is the figure she cuts for Alexandra. 
Living as a transsexual without gender- 
reassignment surgery, she creates the 
conditions to sustain herself out in the 
wastes of the desert. Even as Olivia's 
disappearance forces her to confront and 
challenge that sense of self, she comes out 
of the experience whole. Her story, thrown 
into sharp relief not only by Asa but also 
Jane Han and Anton Waker, represents an 
endpoint, a successful and idiosyncratic 
self-definition. 

(j_bauer@citypaper.net) 
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arts & entertainment 



► dance 





+ BRAVING THE NEW WORLD 

Rebecca Davis has carved a special niche for herself by staging dance works inspired by 
literary classics, famous people and world history — she’s created pieces about Van Gogh , 
Darfur, the Enron scandal and Helen Keller — and all bear her special technique for 
blending the real with fee imagined. Now comes Braving the New World, which uses the 
work of Aldous Huxley, George Orwell and Ray Bradbuiy as springboards for comment- 
ing on our current state of privacy (or lack thereof) and growing government control. This 
new ballet presents one man’s struggle to be an individual in a society that makes every- 
one conform to a predetermined destiny. Will he succeed? There’s only one way to find out. 

— Deni Kasrel 



► visual art 

♦COMMERCIAL AMERICA 



Museums are the places where a culture’s 
detritus goes to find its final resting place 
and valuation, but what happens when the 
museums crumble away? The meta -archivists 
at Slought are tackling thatquestion with 
’’Commercial America,” a — well, they hesitate 
to even call it a show — a display of objects 
formerly housed at Philly’s long-defunct Com- 
mercial Museum. Tlie city dispersed most of 
the artifacts to other museums and cultural 
institutions, but the dregs remained in storage 

Slought’s show is feus made up of items that were 24 hours from being garbage, and will 
be exhibited as-is, sans context or descriptions. Antiquated dioramas, wicker baskets, 
horse saddles, even filing systems and letters from the museum’s files — in other words, 
a bunch of stuff, lifting the curatorial filter and allowing each viewer to devise his own 
narrative for a gathering of ephemera. 

—Shaun Brady 



Through June 12, free, Slought Foundation, 4017 Walnut Si., 2/5- 707-4627. dought.org. 



► visual art 



+ DEAD RECKONING 




says artist Matthew Osborn of his latest show's 
title.” It’s a navigational term about keeping a log of 
where you've been." “Dead Reckoning” at Bambi 
Gallery will bea culmination of five years' worth of 
sketchbook drawl ngs. applied to wood panels and 
pai nted across walls. The mainly acrylic- and- pen 
illustrationsfeaturequirky characters that Osborn 
has created, then drawn and redrawn over the 
years. Often uncomplicated in design, the illustra- 
tions, whether through text or imagery, reflect the 
not-so-simple struggles of human relationships. 
As with so many flawed personal interactions, 
there is an air of humor about these sketches, 
which Osborn manages to find and pull to the 
forefront of his work. 

— JuSaWest 



Opening reception Fri, May 7. 6- I Opm., free, through 
May 30. Bambi Gallery. tOOt N. SecondSL, 267-319- 
1374, bambiprojectccm. 



► theater 



+ THE MUSICAL OF MUSICALS 
(THE MUSICAL!) 




Todd), Jerry Herman((^, Andrew UoydWebber 
[Jesus Christ Superstan andKanderand Ebb(CW- 



sold-out houses and a Barrymore Award, so why 
not lampoon musical theater again? 

—Mark Cotta 



Through June 27, S30, Independence Studio on 3, Walnut 
Street Theatre. 829Walnut St, 21 5-574-3550, eolnut- 
streettheatre.org. 
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Health 

This research program is 
designed to assist African 
American residents in 
Philadelphia in getting 
screening for breast, colon, 
and prostate cancer. 

If interested in learning 
more about or participating 
in this research program, 
please call 

215 - 746-7286 

™ Penn Medicine 
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what moms really 
want for mother’s day: 

a lucky day at parx. 



Friday, May 7 

spring bling giveaway 
5pm - lam 



two winners selected 
every 1 5 minutes! 
winners will select a box containing 
earrings, necklaces, bracelets or a 
genuine diamond tennis braceletl 



all you need is an Xclub 
card to win. 



no card? sign up for free & 
get up to $150 free play instantly! 
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b street band 
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[ music picks ] 



arts & entertainment 



► jazz 




+ BOBBY ZANKEL/ 

RUDRESH MAHANTHAPPA 

Bobby ZankeFs avant-big band, Warriors ofthe Wonderful Sound, have been wrestling 
their way through the den se foliage of the saxophonist’s compositions for almost a decade 
now, overspilling the tiny stage at Tritone once a month. Dining that time, the ensemble 
has become a proving ground for virtually every young musician on the local jazz scene. 
As cohesive a unit as they’ve become, Zankel never lets diem coast; every performance 
seems like an open rehearsal, watching the band wrestle with the intricacies ofhis 
music. For the first time, Zankel is handing the reinsoverto another composer — and in 
Rudresh Mahanthappa (pictured), may have found someone who will make the Warriors 
sweat even more than he does. The Indian-American altoist has embraced the band’s 
combination of dexterity and rawness to create a suite titled “Dasha "At a recent rehears- 
al, Mahanthappa guided the Warriors through his contortionist melodies and Vishnu- 
armed rhythms, looking for a combination of Sun Ra and M-Base, calling in one section 
for the feel ofthe face-melting climax from Raiders of the Lost Ark . —Shaun Brady 

Bobby Zankel and Warrior* ofthe Wonderful Sound featuring Rudresh Mahanthappa. Sat. May 8. 8 
pm.. $25. Science Center Thin ter. Montgomery County Community College. 340 DeKa Ih Pike. Blue Bell. 
215-641-6518, mc3.edu. 



► electronic 

+ CARIBOU 

If Dan Snaith's tuneful, ’60s-kissed 2007 album Andorra could be summed up by the 
title of its stunning tone-setter, “Melody Day," his new one is more like Rhythm N ight. 
Like his close friend and stylistic fellow-traveler FourTet, the free-floating ID M/psych/ 
pomo-pop polymath is currently embracing the sparseness, throbbingpulse and struc- 
tural minimalism of dance music to an unprecedented degree. Of course, he does it on 
his own organically mutating, texturally expansive terms, exploring quite a range from 
shimmering harps and Tibetan singing bowls on “Bowls” to the burnished quivering 
synths and Beach Boy vocals oF'Kaili" to the twisted disco nightmare of advance single 
“Odessa." Caribou’s clubward shift is a bold, bracing and largely rewarding one — here’s 
hoping the more stripped-down, straight-ahead beats wont compromise the energy of 
what has long been one ofthe most visceral and riveting stage shows in “electronic mu- 
sic,” powered by Snaith's infectiously exuberant drumming. — K. Ross Hoffman 

Sun.. May 9. 7:30 pm.. SI3, with Thro YMoi. First Unitarian Church. 2125 Chestnut SI.. 877-435-9849, 



► dubstep/electronic 



+ SUBSWARA 



+ KARL BERGER 




It was only a matter of time before dubstep got its 
veiyownAsian Dub Foundation. NYC crew Sub Swara 
can’t be tagged and bagged quite so summarily, but 
their eclectically curry-spiced output— deliciously 
sampled on 2008's Coupd'YahaoA multiple remix 
projects since — does as much as anyone to real- 
ize the genre's Inherent potential for groove- heavy 
globalism, with an Eastern-leaning transcontinental 
take on East London riddims that folds in everything 
from ragga toasting to raga droning. Bhangra beats 



Thu., May 6. 9 p.m.. SI 5. with EOTOandRyat mid Cat6 Live, 
302 . 5 WahutSt, 215-222- 1400, mridcalelrie.com. 



► rock/pop/nonsense 

+ HAIR ROCKET 




The story so far Last week Xiu Xiu’s Jamie Stewart 
made a call forfans to donate locks of hair, which his 
band would then burn andinhale fa whatever ungodly 
reason. Thissent Bucks County's Chris Blasucci into a 
furor; his one-man-production Hair Rocket has been 
doing this for the better part of two years. (He doesn’t 
inhale, but rather uses collected hairfor the launching 
of bottle rockets. Somehow. Still gross, but slightly 
lessJWhile there's undeniable shtickat play— Hair 
Rocket's debut EP is called Novelty, after all — the 
songs stand on their own. "Imagining" rocks like a 
stripped-down , drum- machine take on Spoon. This of 
course hasn't stopped Blasucci from calling Stewart 
out and deeming his May 6Khybershow the opening 
gambit In a "follicle war. " Stay tuned. 

—John Vettese 



Thu., May 6, 9p.m., S& Wththe Oamiles, Mkklandthe 
Weeps and Solved wlh Science, Khyber, 56 S Second St , 
215-238-5888. thekhyher.com. 



German pianlst/vlbraphonist Karl Berger performed 
alongside many ofthe greats in improvised music, 
Including Don Cherry, whose music he revisits with an 
all-star septetSunday at I- House. But his most impor- 
tant contribution was the co-founding, with Ornette 
Coleman and vocalist Ingrid Sertso (who will alsoap- 
pearj.ofthe Creative Music Studio, an influential center 
formusicstudyinWOodstockinthe 1970s and '80s 
where Cherryforged his innovative blend of free jazz 
and world music .Alongside otherinstrumentalists who 
performed with the late come tist/com poser. Berger will 
revisitseveral of Ch eir/s workswith an appropriately 
open-minded spiritof reinvention. 




Sun., May 9, 8 p.m., SI2, International House, 3701 Chestnut 
St, 215-387-5 125 atsnovamrkshop.org. 



► singer-songwriter 

+ SHELBY LYNNE 



1 



2003, and she's entrusted them to a sympathetic 
producer — herself, naturally — and a classy crew 
of Muscle Shoals players. Good call, boss. 

— Mj.Fine 



Sun., May 9, 7:30p.m. S3I-S44. wlhfridby Brown. World 
CaN Live, 3025 walnut St.. 215-222-1400, mridcNelve.com 

► f olk-rock/americana 

+ PHOSPHORESCENT 

Can you judge Matthew ^ I 

Houck by his covers? Phos- 

phorescent's sparsely peo- H 

pled '07 breakout gave a i 

hirsute, backlit nod to (he . 

inexorable Will Oldham 
and last year's outing was 

a straight-up Willie Nelson 
tribute. Here S to Taking ItEasystmiO be an homage 
to the Eagles, all palm-tree d and sun-dappled, and 
thatS roughly how it plays, with a newly full-fledged 
band Injecting some welcome sunshine and a rangy 
NellVbung looseness into the Bama-ban Brooklynite's 
soft-country politesse on instant-classic si ng-alongs 
like the wistful, Clem Snide-ish “The Mermaid Parade" 
and the terrific jaunty moper "Heaven, Sittin' Down.” 




MM., May l2,9p.m.,SI0-SI3. with The Ouelle Source. 
Blockley Pourhouse, 3801 Chestnut St, 21 5-222-1 234, 
theblockley.com. 





HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 



Creative Lifelong 
Learning Begins 



Here -► 0 





PRE-COLLEGE SUMMER INSTITUTE 

Intensive one, two or four-week programs begin July 12 for rising 
juniors and seniors in Acting, Art + Media Exploration, Dance, Music 
Studies and Musical Theater. 

+ Four-week programs offer college credit 
+ Housing available 

PRE-COLLEGE SATURDAY SCHOOL 

College-level courses in the spring and fall semesters. 

Register now at CS ■ Ucl ft S.CCl U for classes 
beginning July 12! 

Continuing Studies also offers lifelong learning opportunities for 
K-8 students through the Saturday Arts Lab, and for adults through 
Continuing Education and the Professional Institute for Educators. 

continuingstudies 

The University of the Arts 






m 

INVITES YOU AND A GUEST TO SEE 

THE GOOD 
HEART 

Enter to win tickets at: 

www.citypaper.net 



For More Chances To Attend 

THE GOOD HEART Advance Screening 

Stop By: OSCAR'S TAVERN 

1 524 SANSOM STREET 



OPENS FRIDAY, MAY 14 
RITZ at the BOURSE THEATRE 

For ticket purchase: tickets.landraarktheatres.com 





JAMAICAN MC CRAZY 






cs(a)uarts.edu 215.717.6006 I 139 kings highway east in haddonfield 8 S 6 . 6 i 6 .i 29 i 

1 *$20 off adult leather or suede birkenstocks ; J 10 off synthetic materials and kids sizes. 
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2 [ album reviews ] 

2 + HIGH NUNES 



I know:The phrase'ukulele-slrumming.singlng-song- 
writingVbuTube sensation' makes mewannabarfa 
scarf, too, but Julia Nunes deseives asecond click. And 
It's not just because of that thousand- mil e stare. See: 
Nunes has got this smoky, emotive voice and knows 
howtowritebig, pleading chorusestoshowcase it.And 
on the five-song acoustic opus IThinkYbu Know, a lot 
of the verses have the musical and writerly weight of 




choruses, too. SheS just always on. Nunes plays the 

North Star on Saturday afternoon (4 p.m.. all ages). Give her a shot She'll only 



make you think of Ani DiFrancoonceortwice. I know. —Patrick Rapa 



| + NEW BOMB JERKS 

At first listen: TJ Kong (singer/guitarist Dan Brus- ■■^1 
kewicz) and the rest of the Ph illy trio seem to play a 
contemporary-ancient brand of Americana similar to 
TheBand or. atits crankiest extreme. Captain Beefheart ■■■mm 

Throughout: the brcke-dick vibe of Idiots Bruskewicz's 

gravelyricsandgravelyvocalsgiveoffalonelinessthat 

matches the ensemble’s bare-bone arrangements. TJ Kon 9 & ti» 

Bui: Spend time with crabby epics like "Everyone We BomB 

Know" or the curtly dever "Helena Handbasket" and «e i. * ' n i 

you find thatTJK&TAB— who play Johnny Brenda’s 

on Friday — hardly sound American at all. More like: avant-garde blues 

with a dirty Mersey Beat that’d shame the Animals. — a.d. Amorosi 



+ A HAND UP 

Ranked by Mu ppets: On the cover of his ne 



chi evous music he concocts on the second outing 
with his band. Double-Wide. An eccentric quartet: 
ThefoursomeccnsistsofBlis'tenorwithsousaphone, 
h additional help from harmonica I 
necuts),provldinga unique pal- 
ette for Ellis' carnival compositions. A brass band ] 

parade: Inspired by the leader's New Orleans roots, < oTu . Q ’so u* D i 
the ensemble marches from swam plandtosmoky bar, 
corralling a Mardi Gras atmosphere without the drunken stumbling. They 
play Chris' Jazz Cafe on Saturday. —Shaun Brady 




[ sniffling indie J 

THE GREAT UNSTEADY 

>• WHEN WINE-SWIGGING keyboardist Franz Nicolay left The Hold 
Steady last year, he told Panic: “They have their one big idea — mak- 
ing literate, wordy lyrics over big anthemic rock — and die last two 
records were about as good as I felt like I could do with that idea.” 

Singer-guitarist-lyricist Craig Finn believes in omens, and being 
called a one-trick drug mule by a guy who’s committed himself to 
life behind a handlebar mustache was probably an epiphany. 

And here we are with Heaven Is Whenever , The Hold Steady’s 
most musically varied record yet. Among its 10 tracks are extend- 
ed ballads, Southern-tinged arena rockers and strange studio 
anomalies. Not every gamble pays off Finn’s signature speak-sing- 
ing is occasionally replaced with dumb old sing-singing. There’s 
an unforgivable sound effect on “Barely Breathing.” Maybe one too 
many thin, midtempo numbers throughout But “The Weekenders” 
(the first single) and “We Can GetTogether"(aheartbreaker about 
’90s twee darlings Heavenly) are as gripping and memorable as 
anything this band has ever done. 

And then there’s this bit, snuck into “Soft in the Center” : 

“Man , if money didn’t matter then I might tell you something 
new. You can’t tell people what they want to hear if you also want 
to tell the truth." 

It’s hard to stay cynical with The Hold Steady blaring, but that 
line echoes long after the music stops. It’s the sound of a songwrit- 
er shrugging in the hole he dug himself. 

Five albums in, plus all the stuff he did with Lifter Puller, Finn's 
lyrical m.o., the reason the critics and fans go nuts, is well estab- 
lished. If s gotta be tough to break free of that. He doesn’t stray far 
from it here. These songs are adorned with Hold Steady staples: 
hospitals and bars, evangelical declarations, sly euphemisms for 
ugly acts, references to literature and pop culture with varying 
degrees of obscurity, crazy positivity. The gang’ s all here, too: high- 
as-hell scenesters, bloodied users and mysterious women who do 
mysterious things. 

Some things “she” does/says on the new album: 1) wants to know 
whaf s going on in the room thaf s all the way in the back; 2) kept 
threatening to turn us in; 3) said the theme of this party 1 s The 




Industrial Age, and you came in dressed 
like a train wreck. 

Who “she”might be: 1) St. Theresa; 2) 
Hurricane J — “They didn’t name herfor 
a saint/ They named herfor a storm”; 3) 
YourLittle Hoodrat Friend — not called by 
name, but a known lurker in Finn's lyrics. 

Teetering on the edge of semantic 
saturation, the word “heaven" appears 
on just about every track. Sometimes it’s 
the place; usually it's just a namecheck: 
“She played Heaven Isn’t Happening. She 
played Heaven is a Truck. ...” By the end 
you'll wonder whether the album’s obsess- 
ing over saved souls and the afterlife, or 
merely ruminating on the word itself It’s 
a smartly gray area, and part of why The 
Hold Steady works. These are Catholic 
prayers die atheists know the words to. 
Drug songs the drinkers sing along to. If 
you never bought into it before, there’s 
nothing much in Heaven for you. 

—Patrick Rapa 



( ^ 

| + ONETRACK MIND 

£ ► IT’S A KING THING 

2 "Wine and Ponies" 

£ 

0 Likeadolescence.thetransitlonfrom 
emo-punk to power pop is nothing if 

?. notawkwardWhenSoJerseycombo 

1 It's A Ki ng Thing made the move on I ts 

; recent Buffalo buffalo Buffalo buffalo 

1 buffalo buffalo Buffalo buffalo. — a 

• jokeonlya linguistcould love— itfumbled like Michael Cerainthat 

: movie. Songwriting is heait-on-the-sleeve with decreased bite, 

making the album's lows unbearably saccharine and sappy. Then 
“ again, at its best King Thing ascends to absurd levels ot Fountains 

J of Wayne-style catchiness. Cue the jangly “Wine and Ponies." It's 

£ a breezy midtempo number punctuated by a choral “ bop bop" clip 

“ and a tuneful guitar lead; simple, pointed andfun. The lyricsare less 

x lovelorn letters than passing thoughts in thefaceof loss.Tllbe here 

■■j inthemoming/And you wont ever hear me snoring.” In this wesee 

3 hintsofmovingon; perhaps itwillcontlnueonabroaderscalewhen 

j they getto album three. —John Vettese 

o v - J 
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+ NEW 

BABIES I C- 

“Everybody loves babies' reads the campaign for Focus 
Features’ long-hyped document .ary. and for once the ad- 
vance publicity dovetails seamlessly with the actual prod- 
uct. If there’s a principle behind Thomas BalmOa 1 casually 
arranged excerpts from the first year offour infants' lives, 

else emerges from the film's weak juxtapositions. Flitting 
from San Francisco and Tbkyo to Mongolia and Namibia, 
Babies takes in both ends of the chi Id -raising spectrum. 

In California, blue-eyed Hattie tries out downward-fac- 
ing dog in a Mommy and Meyoga class while Namibian 
Ponijao plays in the dirt , gnawing on rocks and bones. The 
moment is good for a knowing chuckle from anxious West - 
emers — and would-be for Namibians if any were likely to 
see the film — but that’s as for as it goes. Balmes shoots in 
fixed tableaux and leaves the (mostly offscreen) parental 
dialogue unsubtitled, a strategy which hints at visual po- 
etry, although mainly of the Hallmark card and calendar 
art, variety. But the lack of translation or narraliveenlrtSe 
also favors English-speaking audiences, whose linguistic 
and cultural reference points make the San Franciscans' 
experience that much more accessible. Fbr all the care pul 

of elegantly shot drive-bys devoid of insight or empty. The 

heaps of jelly piled around it . - Sam Adams I Rill Five) 

TH E GOOD, THE BAD AN D THE WEIRD I B+ 

Despite its title, the movie Kim Ji- Woon's self-dubbed "kimchi 
Weaern" most resembles is Sergio Leone's Once Upon a Time 



in the West, an operatic genre riff in which style drives the 
stagecoach while story chokes on dust in the bade. There's 
plenty of plot, mosdy involving the possession of a map that 
points to an unknown treasure somewhere in Japanese- 
controlled Manchuria, but trying to follow the hectic back- 
and -forth would only distrait from the fun. Kim cleverly 
ahifls the setting from the American West (or its Spanish 
equivalent ) to Japanese-occupied Korea, with the Manchu- 
rian border standing in for the new fmntier. Jung Woo-sung 
takes on theroleof the hard -bitten antihero, with Lee Byung- 
hun filling in for Lee VanCleefalbeitwitha black-on-black 
fashion sense more appropriate to a hip synth-pop band. 

But instead ofEli Wallath's thoroughly venal (andequally 
irreplaceablelTuco. the stool's "weird" third leg is provided by 
ubiquitous leading man Sung Kang-ho. a self-interested bum- 
bler whose greed is offset by his genial semi -competence. At 
once massively scaled and likeably unambitious, the movie 
shoots its balls in the air and then scampers to catch them all; 
if a few drop, the gymnastics are still a gas to watch. Kim, who 
contrives to light sawdust -strewn saloons in the emerald and 
scarlet hueuf the nightclubs in ABittersweet Life.shootsev- 
eiy scene and builds every sequence as if it’s his last, pushing 
past mere excess intoalmost surreal abandon. You don't feel 
the mad passion of Leone behind it, but asteadily spreading 
grin that never stops growing — SA. (Hite at the Bourse) 

IRON MAN 2 

See Drew Labor's review on p. 29. (Pearl; UA Orant; UA 
Main St.; UA Riverview; UA 69th St.) 

+ CONTINUING 

THE BACK-UP PLAN I C- 

Ostensibly. Zoe (Jennifer Lopez) is one of those rare 




I LOVE 



MOVIES! 
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romantic-comedy heroines who take 
life by the balls- Rather than search 
for her elusive soul mate to gel to the 
inevitable endgame of kids.she skips 
the middleman and opts for in vitro 
fertilization. But then, of couree, love 
happens and Toe's best-laid plans go 

the form of Stan ( Alex CfLoughlinl.a 

ddes to stay with this woman he’s just 
met. even after she drops the bomb 
that she's knocktxl up. — Molly Eicht'l 
(UA Grant; UA Overview; UA 69th St.) 

THE CARTEL | B 

New Jersey spends as much ormore 
on public schools than most other 
states, yet director Bob Bowdon sees 
the Garden State as an example of 
what's going wrong in U.S. school sys- 
tems in general, despite a “spending 
explosion" Bowdon reports, spending 
can reach $400,000 per New Jersey 
classroom, and yet the outcome seems 
relentlessly grim: Only 39 percent of 
eighth-graders read proficiently and 
only 40 percent can manage math. 
More than 75 percent of New Jersey's 

may be placed on the states list of 
failing schools. Having covered the 
state as a TV reporter and producer 
tor some 15 years. Bowdon has plenty 
of research and interviews to support 
his contentions, mainly that the 
teachers' union and other corrupt 
organizations are to blame — teach- 
ers remain underpaid and students 
undereducated, as administrators 
make al 1 kinds of money. Good teach- 
ers, the film argues, are poorly served 
by this union, which proscribes 
creativity (one teacher says she's un- 
able to start agardenclubbecauseit's 
against union rules) and protects bad 
teachers. “Wanting lousy teachers out 

against all teachers." says Bowdon, 



“A point so obvious 1 can't believe it 
needs tobemade.“Andyet it does 

— apparently repeatedly. —Cindy 

CLASH OF THE TITANS I C- 

The revamped Cloth of the Titans 
appropriates the main characters 

— demigod Perseus (A tutor's Sam 
Worthington ) mus l defeat the mon- 
strous Kraken tosavethecityof Argos 

— and stops only occasionally to wink 
and nod at the B1 original. In between 
the innumerable barbaric yawps, 
there’s little in the way of plot. —M.E. 
(Roxy; UA Riverview; UA 69th SO 

EX1TTHR0UGH THE GIFT SHOP |A- 

U.K graffiti trickster, appears on cam- 
era at the outset, his face shrouded in 
darkness and voice altered, to explain 
how he'd turned from subject to film- 
makerwhen he discovered that the 
film's original director was a far more 
fascinating character. It's unclear, 
however, whether Thierry Guetta 

— the eccentric French-bom video 
enthusiast whose footage provides an 

at work — is the bordering -on-insane 
clown presented in the film, a willing 
accomplice, a patsy manipulated by 
Banksy's puppetry or even the elusive 
artist himself. But, as recounted by 
Rhys Hans' oily bedtime-story narra- 
tion, Guetta transforms hints,-! f from 

Brainwash to huge success The result 
is an authentic assault cm the art mar- 
ket, which gleefully hangsitselfwith 
Banksy's acidly -offered rope. — Shaun 
Brady (Ritz Five) 

THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN I B 

Drawn from a sensational real-life 
incident, AndrdTdchind's The Girl 
on the Thun falls deliberately, if not 



The movie begins in solid Tdchind 
territory, with the blossoming of a 
mildly inexplicable and evidently 
doomed romance between Jeanne 
(fimilie Dequenne) and FVanck 
(Nicholas Duvauchelle), a headstrong 
thug whose aggression she takes for 

What happens next comes as a shock, 
although it likely wasn't so for French 

familiar with the 2004 episode in 
which a woman falsely claimed to 
have been the victim of an anti-Se- 
mitic attack by a gang of non-white 
youths. The potential forsatire,a 
kind of hate-crimeAce in the Hale, is 
ripe, which may be why the elliptical 
Technic skips it altogether, focusing 
exclusively on the personal ramifica- 
tions. —& A (RiU at the Bourse) 

GREENBERG I A- 

RogerGreen berg (Ben Stiller), fresh 
off some sort, of nervous breakdown 
and recently arrived in LA., is a 40- 

just after his life went wrong. The 
sole new relationship that Green- 



that masked avengers aren't, present 

beanpole purchases all the appropri- 
ate accoutrement and eases i nto his 
new Kick-Ass menacing moniker. 
When he runs aground in the lair of 
a drug king.he's saved by 1 lit, -Girl (a 
tremendous Chlod Grace Morotz), a 
tween killing machine. She's a real 
crimefighteron a vigilante mission, 
along with equally lethal, Shatner- 
stammering father “Big Daddy" 
(Nicolas Cage), to wrest control of the 
underwodd from mafia capo Frank 
D'Amico (Mark Strong). The real dis- 

is that it s devoid of all traces of mortal 
transcendence — there are no radioac- 
tive spider bites drivi ng Dave to use 
his might to make right . There's no 
real moti vation, even, for him to pick 
up the hero torth.save far something 

the desire to be admired. —Drew 
Lazar (Pearl; UA Riverview) 

THE LOSERS I C 



Ifmovies were judged on the sheer 
number ortimes the ensemble cast 
walks in slow motion set to bnss- 




Gerwig, who imbues Florence with 
a remarkable range ofemotion), his 

Most films would paint Florence, 
the younger woman, as Greenberg’s 
savior, the ray of light that leads to 
redemption. Director Noah Baum- 
bach, however, has never seen other 
people as the solution to anyone’s 

ten incredibly funny, and even holds 
out something like hope at the end. 
—SB. (RitzEast) 

KICK-ASS | B+ 



is Gone With the Wind. —M.E (Pearl; 
Roxy; UA Grant; UA Main St.; UA 
Riverview; UA 69th St.) 

ANIGHTMARE0N ELM STREET I C+ 

For those horror-remake viewers 
who carry with them the expectation 
that chunky Version 2.0 produc- 
tion budgets will translate into 

crisp character development: You 
do realize that Freddy Krueger is 
an undead, sweater-wearing bum 
victim with steak knives screwed to 




movie shorts ] 



26-year-old Elm Street series, a new 
group of fresh-faced upper-middle- 
class white kids are terrorized in 

Earle I laley. The plot is basically the 
same: The vengeful spect er stalks 
pret ty h igh -school ers ( Kyi e Gall ner, 
Rooney Mara. Katie Cassidy, Thomas 
Dekker) due to a gross injustice their 
parents collectively committed years 
back. There is one vital distinc- 
tion, I hough: In 2010, Krueger is an 
accused pedophile, which conveys 

than the dubious, why-don't-you- 

title we've been fed through eight 
flicks. New-look Freddy sheds Robert 
Englund's propensity for vaudevil- 
lian one-liners, favoring instead a 
guttural growl not far removed from 

Modem-day touches (one victim runs 
a“vlog,"lolz!) aremerely a means to 
a time-honored end: Watching scared 
kids get skewered. — D.L. (Pearl; UA 
Grant; UA Main St.; UA Riverview; 
UA 69th St.) 

THE SECRET IN THEIR EYES | C+ 

When not making films in his native 
Argentina, Juan Josd Campanella 
maintains a busy sideline helmingTV 
shows like House and Law and Order: 
Special Victims Unit. He combines 
thasetwo worlds in The Secret in 
Their Eyes, which often feels like an 
overwrought L&O episode inflated 
to feature length with melodramatic 
flourishes and political pretensions. 
Sprawling over 25 years, the story 
centers on a 1974 rape and murder 





IN THIS GAME 
EVERY SHOT COUNTS 



ENJOY A GIRL'S NIGHT OUT 

IN CELEBRATION OF 

Just Wright 

ON TUESDAY, MAY 11TH AT THE 

EOVEI 
UVEA 

OOOIE 



SPA A: SAL. ON 



ENTER TO WIN BY LOGGING ON TO: 
JUSTWRIGHTGNOPHILLY@GMAIL.COM 

Wlnnefs will be notified by 5/1 OLIO. 
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WHAT IF YOU HAD A 
SECOND CHANCE AT LOVE? 

Grab the one you love and head to 

258 South 15th Street 
V (W) Philarifilnhifl 






TODAY, May 6th trom 12:00-12:30 PM to 
pick up passes to an advance screening of 

LETTERS sJULIET 
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-I- ALSO PLAYING 

CITY ISLAND I O 

Ritz at the Bourse 

GHOST WRITER I B- 

RitzFive 

THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON 
TATTOO l b 

Ritz Five 

THE JONESES I C* 

Ritz East 

DATE NIGHT! ■- 

UA Grant; UA Riverview 

For movie full reviews and showtimes, 
gotocitypaper.net/moi/ies. 



that has weighed on the mind of 
criminal court investigator Ricardo 
Darin ( Benjamin Esposito) ever 
since. Deriding to tell the tale in novel 
form, he reconnects with an ex-boss 
and almost-lover (Soledad Villamil). 
seemingly hoping to rekindle their 

unsolved mystery, but from justice 
unserved. Campanella employs the 
crime thriller to explore the ways in 
which one's obsessions can both fill 
and empty a life. But. perhaps too in- 
ured to the attention spans of viewers 
distracted by commercials, the direc- 
tor hammers those points repeatedly 
and relentlessly. —S.B. (Ritz Five) 

THE SQUARE I A- 

Delivering an the promise director 
Nash Edgerton displayed in his glee- 
fully nasty short. Spider ( which un- 
spools before the feature), The Square 

and gasp-inducing shock. After Coda 

husband's bag of cash, she gives her 
married lover. Ray f David Roberts), 
an ultimatum: Help hersteal the 
dough and escape or she will end their 
relationship. Injecting mildly violent 

airtight film becomes more absorbing 
as obstacles keep him from his morally 
dubious goal. The Square remains 
gripping right up to the riveting end 
when Edgerton pulls the rug — and 
the floor — out from under everyone. 

— Gary M. Kramer (Ritz at the Bourse I 

+ REPERTORY RLM 

AN DREW'S VIDEO VAULT 

The Rotunda, 4014 Walnut St.. 
armcinema25.com. Tire Magnificent 



Orson Welles' Citizen Kane follow-up 
follows the fall of a wealthy family. 
Based on Booth Tarkington’s novel . 
American Babylon i 1 987, U.S., 

79 min.): In his last filmas Richard 
Mahler. Roger Watkins directs his 

sexually dysfunctional couples. Thu.. 
May 13, 8 p.m., free. 

THE BALCONY 

TYocadero Theater, 1003 Arch St.. 215- 
922-L1VE, thetroc.com. Dirty Danc- 
ing I 1987, U.S., 100 min. ): Nobody 
puts baby in the comer. Mon., May 
10, 8 p.m., $3 goes toward a drink or 
snack. 

CINEMA 16:9 

35 N. Lansdowne Ave., Lansdowne, 
484-461-7676.cinemal69.com. Bro- 
ken on All Sides (2010, US.k Adoc 
that looks at the overpopulation of 
Philly's prisons. Fri.-Sat., May 7-8,9 

IL'dpIne dans I a coeur) (2009, 
France) Director Michel Gondry 
( Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind) profiles his aunt Suzette. 
Fri.-Thu., May 7-20, 2. 7 and 9 p.m„ 
$5-$7.50. 

C0L0NIALTHEATRE 

227 Bridge St., Plmenixville. 610- 
917-1228, thecolonialtheatre.com. 
Dark Victory (1939, U.S., 104 min.): 
Ronald Reagan and Humphrey 
Bogart join Bette Davis, who plays 
a spoiled heiress who goes blind 

Davis’ great weepies. Sun., May 9. 2 
p.m.,$4-$8. 

FLICKERING LIGHT FILM SERIES 

Mount Airy ArtsGaroge, 542 W. Car- 
penter Lane, flickeringfllms.com. The 
Tracker) 2002, Australia, 90 min.): 

Australian, search for a supposed 
fugitive in '20sAustralia. Sat., May 8, 

7 p.m., $5-$6. 

HIWAYTHEATRE 

212 Old York Road, Jenkintown, 
215-886-9800, huvaytheatre.org The 
Ultimate Sports Movie Night Glen 
Macnow and Ray Didinger sign copies 
of 77ie Ultimate Book of Sports Movies 
and introduce a screening of one of 
the best of the genre: Bull Durham 
(1988, US., 108 min.). Wed., May 12,6 
p.m.,$l(>-$2(>. 

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 

Ibrahim Theater, 3701 Chestnut 
St., 216-387-5125, ihousephilly.org. 
Olft (aka Venom) (1966, Denmark. 
96 min.): In this film that helped 




Thu., May 6, 7 p.m.,$5-$8. Movies 



ema from the 1910s to the '70s that 
looks at the effects of drag culture 
on Ihe movie industry. Fri., May 7, 

7 p.m,, $5-$8. Red Planet Mars 
( 1952. U.S., 87 min.): A scientist 
receivesa message from a Utopian 
Mars, but are the dispatches for 

Slaying Goliath & Camden High: 

See Sam Kaplan's piece on p. 45. 
Tue..May 11, 7 p.m., $5-$8. Purvis 
of Overtown (2006, US. ,67 rain.): 
Alter Purvis Young learns to paint 
in prison, he returns to the neigh- 
borhood of its youth and transforms 

May 12. 7 p.m., $5-88. 

LITTLE THEATER 

7141 Germantown Ave., 215-247- 
3020, mtairyvideolibraiy.com. 3B 
Shots of Rum (2008, France/Gen 
many, 100min.):A father-daughter 
relationship, Claire Denis-style. Fri.- 
Sun., May 7-9, 8 p.m., $6. i ncludes 

MUGSHOTS COFFEEHOUSE AND CAFE 

2100 FairmountAv e., 267-514-7146, 
mugshotscoffeehouse.com . Up (2009, 

( Ed Asner ) tries to sail his house 
to a tropical locale with the help of 
balloons, but a roly-poly stowaway 
is on board. Sat-. May 8, 7 p.m., free. 
2012 (2009, Canada/U.S., 158 min.): 
Roland Emmerich destroys the 
world. Again. Sun., May 9, 7 p.m., 
free. A Mighty Wind (2003, U.S., 91 
min. ): The Waiting for Guffinan crew 
lovingly skewers folk music. Wed., 
May 12, 7 p.m., free. 

PEACE CENTER OF 
DELAWARE COUNTY 

1001 Old Sproul Road, Springfield, 
610-544-1818.delcopeacecenter.org 
The Cove (2009, Australia. 92 min.): 
This Academy Award-winning doc 
looks at activists fighting the dolphin- 
hunting practices olTaiji, Japan. Fri., 
May 7, 7 p.m..free. 

PHILADELPHIA CITY 
INSTITUTE LIBRARY 

1905 Locust St, 215-685-6621. 
Gloomy Sunday (Szomoru 
vasarnap) 1 1999. Germany/Hun- 
gary, 112 min.): In this film set in 
WWH-era Budapest, a restaurant 

love the beauliful Ilona. Wed., May 



PHILADELPHIA FILM SOCIETY 

Prince Music Theater, 1412 Chestnut 
St., filmadelphia.org. Allen 1 1979, 
U.S., 96): A mining ship must inves- 
tigate a possible SOS, but discover 

inst ead, forcing Ripley (Sigourney 



Weaver ) to kick ass and take names. 
Screening features a new print of 
Ridley Scott’s classic. Wed., May 12, 
7:30 pm. $6-$10. 



PUFF 

Piazza at Schmidts, 1050 N. Hancock 
St. otthepiazza.com . Wah Do 
Dem (20 10. U.S.. 80 min.): Ayoung 
Brooklynite (Sean Bones) tries to find 
himself in Jamaica after his girlfriend 
(singer Norah Jones) dumps him. 
Thu., May 6. 6 p.m., free. 



WOODEN SHOE BOOKS j 

704 South St„215-413-0999, wooden- S 
shoebooks.com. Examined Ufe (2008, _ 
Canada, 87 min.): Filmmaker Astra H 

Tttylor grounds modem philosophy in - 



SECRET CINEMA 

Moore College of Art & Design, 20th 
and Race streets,2 15-965-4099, 



J.X. Williams: A retrospective of the 
work of the reclusive underground 
filmmaker. i mi uding h is most famous 
work. A-ep Show ( 1965, U.S., 46 min.). 
Fri., May 7. 8 pm., $7. 
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WE love independent promoters here 
at Icepack. They're furry, cute and make squiggly 
noises. VA^it. M Ight be thinking of Tri bbles. OK. We 
still dig Philly'sindie promoters, especially since 
they’re being besieged by a proposed City Council 
bill — 100267 — regarding special assembly 
occupancies.The bill makes itsolocal promoters 
must get permits from the police commish 30 
days before each event, create adetailed secu- 
rity plan and maintain order so attendees don't 
congregate in a disorderiyfashion, amongstother 
things. That's strict. Who’s going to the orderly 
party?! I'll be writing in upcoming weeks. ► 
Larry Magid is independent since his Electric 
Factory Concerts parted ways with UveNatlon 
In February. While Magid modestly insists there's 
no big news ("yet"— and he wouldn't confirm or 
deny rumors that he’s bringing Paul McCartney 
toA.C.or Phillyl. he dd add that Bryan Dilworth s 
new company is booking Electric Factory (gigs 
with Broken Bells and Hole), but isn't an outright 
hire. "I’m just tryingtohavea littlefunandset the 
future up for some people that've been with me 
for awhile by keeping my hand in things,”says 
Magid. whoalsobroughton Carolyn Kalinoski to 
do promotions. ► Philly noise- king Matt Garfield 
of Mose Giganticus lustsignedacontract with the 
hard-n-heavy Relapse label. Though Gift Horse 
ain't getting released till July, Mose'll mosey to 
Danger Danger Gallery May 8. ► Just ’cause 
childhood pals Sean Stein and Brett Pertoff hate 
each othernowsi nee co -owning Pearl didn't jive 
for them, doesn't mean life stops. Perloff, who 
sold his interest in Walnut Street's Strongbox 
in November '09. Is currently readying an undis- 
dosed-as-yet spot with ex-Denim-dude Wayne 
Schulick As for Stein, he and Gary Dorfman 
open Jake’s Sandwich Board near 1 2th and 
Sansom on May 1 0. where they'll be roasting pigs 
whole. ► First we heard local comedian Kent 
Haines— winnerof2008'sPhilly’sPhunniest at 
Sansom Street's chuckle boite Helium — was 
leaving town after making a mega-success of 
himself following 2009 s Comedy Central series 
Live at Gotham. Sob. Then we heard Helium was 
heading west. It is. but won't skip town. Marc 
Grossman s opening Helium No. 2 in Portland, 
Ore. More locales are being considered. >• Mad 
muralist/sketcher Raphael Tiberino’s having a 
big art show May 7 at Salon Joose on North Third. 
It’s not just a retrospective of the last 20 years. 
"The show'll deal with oil paintings, watered ors, 
pen, Inks and prints from Phi lly to New York and 
back again and. of course, comic book pages." says 
Tiberino. "ItSgoingto be areal celebration." >-More 
ice atcitypaper.net/icepack. 

(a_amorosi@citypaper.net) 







[ let's get ready to rumble ] 



Wrestling. Burlesque. Midgets. Lucha 
VaVOOM has it all. By Kristen Humbert 



LUCHA VAVOOM I FrL, May 7. 8p.m., $24, Trocadero, 1003 Arch Si., 
216-336-2000, lhelroc.com 

here’s nothing like the promise of seeing tits after a long 
day of watching race care. That is what drew men at the 
Long Beach Grand Prix to Lucha VaVOOlVrs stage — that 
and the masked wrestling. They drooled as the lithe and flexible 
Karis, VaVOOM’s resident hula-hooper, entertained them dur- 
ing the race. Hie men salivated as she slowly spun and stripped, 
until off came her top — revealing that “she” was really a "he.” 
Transforming expectations is the nature of Lucha VaVOOM. 
With a handful of 15-minute lucha libre-style masked matches, 
complemented by burlesque and narrated by a rotation of fringe 
comedians, VaVOOM fills a campy niche all its own. It stems from 
the visions of founders, Liz Fairbaim and Rita D’Albert. 

Both women share a musical background. Fairbaim managed 
costumed metal-ers GWAR and was once a member of Polkacide, 
a hardcore polka band. D’Albert played guitar for '80s girl group 
The Pandoras. Neither foresaw a future filled with fighting rings. 
But Fairbaim fell for a lucha libre wrestler, or luchador, who 
ignited her passion for the sport. She roped in D’Albert, who was 
then performing burlesque, and VaVOOM was bom. 



The show has played to packed houses since 2002, when the two 
found a home at L. A.'s Mayan Theatre. The most telling attend- 
ees, claims Fairbaim, are the loyal lucha libre fans. “The quality 
of the wrestlers is really good,” she says, "unlike some of these 
hybrid entertainment shows — they have just some hack with a 
mask on. But our guys are actual trained Mexican wrestlers” 

Like their American WWE cousins, luchadores have larger-than- 
life characters, such as Dirty Sanchez and the Crazy Chickens yet 
the focus is on acrobatics as they perform riskier maneuvers such as 
high-dives. Not to be outshone, VaVOOM's burlesque acts include 
big names like New York aerialists theWau Wau Sisters, who will 

be on the bill in Fhilly. Hosting will be 
comedian Blaine Capatch, a former 
writer hr Blue CotlarTV. 

D’Albert believes that talent trumps 
cliche — always a risk when you’re 
balancing transgendered perform- 
ers, nearly nude dancers oh, and did we mention "mini” luchadores? 
"Mini wrestlers are actually great wrestlers” says D’Albert. "In 
Mexico, they’re just people. It's not like, “Oh look! It's midget tossing!” - 
As for the burlesque dancers D’Albert says, “They are not 
people pandering to the crowd. They’re doing an amazing act that 
just happens to involve stripping.” 

What pleases D’Albert most is the response to the transgen- 
dered performers. "You see Karis and you see guys in the audi- 
ence go, 'Oh my God, that’s the hottest chick. Tm going to hit 
Ihat!’” D’Albert says “Then afterward, they go. You know, I still 
would.’ ” She adds, “He’s the prettiest girl in the show.” 

(editoriaK&eitypaper. net) 
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It’s midget 
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Third Plaorf'philadelphla. FA 
nr, lor far (2I5-699UM, Molly 




School, 301 W. Hunting Park Avtu, 
215-457-3667, 

HUTQERS-CAMDEN MBA 
OPEN HOUSE Mool with Rutgers 

about the Rutgers MBA program , 
Tuct, May 11, 5:30-7pm, FREE, 

Cooper St-, Coin den, NJ, 856-225- 



+ COMEDY 






Thu, May 6, 8 pm: Fri-Sot, Mas 
7-8, 8 &10-H0pm;$15-$30, Helium 
Comedy Club, 2031 SansomSl.. 




Wall Ball fundraiser. Ball features 



6, 6-9:30pm, $2 00-3500, Loews 
Philadelphia Hotel, 1200 Market 



+ GALLERIES 



ER Short-form improv comedy 
from tho Philly mainstays (apodal 
double-header show I. Fri.Muy7, 
8pm, $10-315, The Actors Cantor, 
267 N. 3rd St., 2 15-925-7060. 

TOM PARATho "Mama go Ror 
host has appeared on late night 
tolevioion and in feature films. Thu. 

1 0:30pm, $20-330. HeKum Comedy 
Club. 2031 Sanson St- 215-496- 



+ EVENTS/ 
FESTIVALS 




GaRorets am usually open Tuesdays 
mxajgh SaiuTlaya: oteaso cal iho gakrv 




WORKS , Features now oil work. 

May 30,Oponlng reception Fri, May 
7,5-9pm l . REALISTIC/IMAGI- 
NARY PHOTOGRAPHS, Features 
photos by Ruth H umpten with van- 

through Mav llO.Oponingreception 
Fri. May 7, 5 -9pm f 



601 W. Allens Lane, 215-248-0546. 
CARPENTERS WOODS, Features 
Linda Fry Goschke s photographs 
of die titular Mount Airv park. 



don. Runs dirough Jun. 11 . Opening 
receptionFri,May7,6-9pm T 



N. 2nd St .,267-319-1374. DEAD 
RECKONING, Rmtures sketches 
by Matt Osborn, H uiuorous and 

day happenings. Runs through May 
30. Opening recepdon FTi.May 7, 

6- 10pm I. HOWS MY DRIV- 
ING? Fhaturw Uipostrios by Erin 



photographs. Runs dl rough May 
30. Opening recepdon Fri. May 7. 



Street. 21 5-923-31 10. SPECTRAL 
VARIANTS, Foaturosgoometric 




of every-day life. Runs through May 




Vftbiut St., 2 16-545-4 078. SHOUTS 
FROM THE WALL, Fbnl urea about 



50 limited -odidun prints, posters 
and apparel by memborsofUdler 
Tupac Amaru, an Onklnnd-based 
political artist collective: members 
of the Philadelphia-based coUocdve, 
RECI-A1 M: Si Ik Screen Praducdon 
and Com muni ty Workshop; and in- 
dividual local artists. Runs through 




^ L AT!N R(X)TS & 
f RHYTHMS FESTIVAL 

THIS WEEKEND:” ' \JaY 7, 8 and 9 



Major performances representing Spain, Cuba, 
Puerto Rico, Africa and Venezuela 

plus many more... y 

www.LatinRoptsandRhytlim5Feftival.com 

215-425-1390 



HEY 

SMARTY- 

PANTS, 

YOU THINK YOU'RE S00000 
SMART, DON’T YOU? 



CHECK OUT 

CITYPAPER.NET/QUIZZO 
FOR ALL YOUR QUIZZO NEEDS 





west Chester. PA 
142 E. Market Street 


THU MAY 6th-7pill 

Lined in Filth 


TUE MAY 11fli-7pm 

New Music Tuesday 
Macadocious 
Done at 21 


They Wait Below 


FRI MAY 7th -8pm 


WED MAY 12th -7pm 


Taylor Hawkins & 
The Coattail Riders 

Lovedrug 
Metropolis America 

SAT MAY 8ll)-8pm 


Her Virgin Womb 

With No Regret 
Cadaveric Spasm 
1-IV ITYl'Ilm 

Cain dll «gu); U10 tel Ok Wa IM W 1 


CD Release Party with.,, 

Uncle Matta 
The Shitbirds 

with ONWA 


SSXTClii 


1/10 Spieled Sup .hi 


For our Fun Schedule. Tickets t Club Into, Check Our Web Site 

www.thenotewc.com , 









A SELECTIVE GUIDE TO WHAT BANGS IN PHILLY. 




nights 



W Weekly 
M Monthly 
1 One-off 
N/C No Charge 

* Breaks 

* Downtempo 



# Drum 'n' Bass 
<+? Dubstep/Garage 

# Electro 

# Experimental 
k Funk/Soul 

O Goth/Industrial 



Progressive 

Reggae 



* Rock/Pop 
® Techno 

S Top 40 

Hip-hop/ R&B 
® Trance 

# World 



9s 


«?, 


* X 


S 


HHH 



+ BLOCK SHOCK 2010 

12th & 

Green Streets. noon-8:30 p.m., w / 

No Arms, Paulie D, Gnarwhale, BHB, 
Flufttronlx, Snltchfork. Instamatlc, 

Mat Pat and more. The nice weather 
has been poppin' olf real proper lately, 
so what better way to get your week- 
end groovin' than a block party? Hosted by Daniella Sansotta, Block Shock 
features a wide variety of talent bumping the sounds throughout the day. Plus 
there will be all sorts of vendors selling artwork, clothing, food, games and 
more rad shitto keep your attention. 




Landmark 



AMERICANA 



MONDAY -FRIDAY 5-7 

$3 SANGRIA 
$2 HIGH LIFE 

1 /2 PRICE FINGER FOOD 






www.citypaper.net/win 



MOVIE 
PASSES, 
CONCERT 
TICKETS, 
DVDs AND 
MORE! 




21 5.222.4500 
3333 MARKET ST 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 





+ AGENDA PICKS 



the agenda 



[ so bad, it's awesome ] 




► BIRD EM 1C: SHOCK AND TERROR 

Birdemic: Shock and Ter tons most likely the worst movie you'll ever watch. 
And lhafsexactly why it’s a must-see. The made-tor-midnight film is about 
a couple trying to survive a bloody attack by malicious birdies. But this ain’t 
no Hitchcock (although it touts aTippi Hedren cameo, It's really just archival 
footage). The trailer shows actors who make Taylor Lautner look like John -God - 
damn-Gielgud and the best CQ birds a SI 0,000 budget can buy. All reports 
saydirector James Nguyen didn't meanfor Srtfemfctobeaso-bad-it's-good 
cult classic but has since embraced Hs film's inherent hilarity. How could he 
notwitha movie this fowl (Everybody now: groan)? Sal., May 8, 1 1:59p.m., 
S9, KtzEast, 125 S. Second St, 215-925-2501, birdemic.com. 

— Molly Eichel 



[ make the homies say ho! ] 

> AQUA TEEN HUNGER FORCE LIVE 
As if Aqua Teen Hunger Force couldn't get any I 
weirder, the Adult Swim 'toon has stepped 
through the TV and made it to 3-D After the 
live-action episode last May. creators Dana 
Snyderand Dave Willis decided to take the 
show on the road.The live version features 
everyone’s favorite characters — minus 
Frylock because, according to their website, | 

"He wanted too muchmoney. "But Shake and Meatwadwillbetlierewith Carl 
in all his hairy- sdioiddered grossness Expect silly segments like "America's 
Next Top Meatwad." Admit it you always wanted to hang with those foul- 
mouthed Jersey creatures. This is as dose as you're going to get to wading 
in Cad's pool. Sal., May 8. 8 p m.. S24. Trocadero, 1003 Arch St, 215-336- 

— Julia West 




[tmi] 

> SPILLING YOUR GUTS AT FIRST PERSON ARTS 

Breakups, hookups, questionable decisions, public mistakes: Nothing is 
off-limits in this world of digtal ovetsharing. At what point does full dis- 
closure become too much? Three writeis — former Gawker editor Emily 
Gould, whose outspoken blogging has created controversy with her blunt 
discussions of celebrity, media and overt sexuality; local writer Liz Spikol; 
and graphic artist Emily Steinberg — will discussthe changing nature of 
the personal and the public, all hosted by media psychologist Judith Sills. 
Audience memberscan get in on it, too, by anonymously writing down their 
secrets (a la PostSecret) to be distributed and read aloud during the event. 
Tue., May 1 1, 7:30p.m., SIO, Arts Bank, 601 S. Broad St, 267-402-2055, 
lirslpersonarts.org. 



\ the gallery’s optning year. Media 
| include* car parte. Plexiglas ond 
| other unusual took Run* through 
May 28. First Friday reception Fri, 

| May 7, 5:30pm r 

SALT ART GALLERY, 2 12 Race 
t St.. 2 15-939-7 426. REAWAKENED 

Chri* (.Turk. Eve Riddle. Polo Zobloy 



FAIR OPHELIA, 



*7, Fire, 412 W Girard Ave- 



S. 2nd St.. 215-238-5888. 
BEACH HOUSE with Washed 
2125 Chestnut St.. 877435-8849. 



j OWNING CATS, Features mixed- 
| media work* by Gabriel 15 owe. 

I Hun* through May 30. Firs! 

| Friday reception Fri, May 7. 6pm, 
j T THE SUN ROOM. Feature* 

| photographs by Bryan Graf that 
explore the reluUonship between 
I photography nndonvironment. 
j Run* thnmgh May 30. First Friday 
reception Fri. May 7,6pm. T 

WEXLER GALLERY, 21)1 N. 

3rd St., 215-923.7030. THOMAS 

j HUCKERANDTHOMAS HUANG, 



+ MUSIC 

► rock/pop 

THURSDAY S/6 

; breath. TheAbumthe Drinkers t 
) YuriGohen,9pm.S8,M Rotim, 1 
I Girard Ave .,215-739-55 77. 



UNDERGROUND with Frank Cer- 
vantes, Ibny Cooksey, How's Never 
& Joshua Kruse, 9pm,S5-$8, Triton 
1608South St .,215-545-0475. 

Bucket Flush & Hate and War. 9pn 



GRANDCHILDREN with TJ Kong 
and the Atomic Bomb,Thn Chime- 
ras & Skolo tonbr oath, 9pm. SIO. 
Johnny Bren da's. 1201 NF'rankford 



mac of Blues, 801 Boardwalk Ave 
lantic City, NJ, 609-236-2583. 

adeck.7:30pm,$12,'nn Angel, 20 



$95, Ibner Theater. 19s!«Xh St- 
i Upper Darby, 6 10-352-2887. 



ENGLISH BEAT, Spin, $33, Sell- 
orsvMo Theater 1894.24 W. Han pie 
Ave., Sellersv ills, 21 5-257-5808, 
EOTOwilh Sub Sworn & Ryot, 

1 Opm, 31 5. Wtrld Culb live. 3025 



THE MICHAEL CHANCE BAND 

with Winslow. 8- llpm.S10-$10. 

Puck, 85 Printor* Alloy Doylesiown. 
215-348-9000. 






i & Young the GianL7:30pm,81B.50- 
| $21 .Trocadero, 1003 Arch SL, 

| 215-822-5483. 

onufrak with Mighty Chondrin 
Star Bar. 2639 ftoplnr SL. 216-684- 

Fimdu. With US. In Mind & Texas 
I In July. 6:30pm. S 12. Bari) ary. 9a 1 
i Frunkford Ave.. 2 15-423-834 2. 



the Oxlbrd Circus, The lawsuits. 
Sky Ship, Dawn. Benstt Criminals 
Hate Answering Machines, Larry 
Saklad & Rasan Allbritton, 6:30pm. 
$8, M Room, 16 W. Girard Ave.. 2 15- 
739-5577, 

IKE REILLY ASSASSINATION 
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— Alexandra Harcharek 




= 215-684-0808. 

I JULIA NUNES with Lucas Car- 
| 2639 ftipkrSl. 215-684-0808 

MOSE OIOANT1CUS with Hulk 

3 $10. Danger Danger Gallery, 5013 

£ Baltimore Ave . myspacc com/dang- 



RATT. 8pm, $30, TLA, 334 SuuUi 

SLO-MO AND MIC WRECK* 

with Frog Holler ft The Wal- 
lace Brothers, 9pm. $10. Johnny 
Brenda's, 1201 N. Frankfnrd Ave., 



« Brother, A Distant Second, Some- 
- thing Kept Hidden ft The Gallon 



SUNDAY 5/9 

7pm,$7,Fire.412W Girard Ave.. 




Comic Book Heroes. The Goodnight 



KIMYA DAWSON with Your 
Heart Breaks ft Dave End, 8pm, 
$10. Space 1026. 1026 Arch St.. 



NEW WORLD ORDER, 5pm. $5, 
Tritono. 1508 South St.,215-545- 





Signal, Mutiny Within, Another 
Vendetta ft Atrophia, 7:30pm, $16- 
$18,Trocadero, 1003 Arch St., 

Violet Violet. The Danville* No 
Lover ft Open Till Midnight, 8pm, 
$8. North Star Bar, 2639 Poplar St., 



LESLIE AND THE BADOERS 

Olmstead and The Space Covered 
Wagons, 8pm, $8, M Room, 15 W. 
Girard Ave.. 215-739-5577. 



Pat Jordache ft Secret Moui 



lery, 5013 Baltimore Ave., myspace. 



SHUTTERS with Ryan Williams, 
9pm. $7 . Fire. 412 W Girard Ave . , 



TLA, 334 South St.,211 



TWO DOOR CINEMA CLUB 

with Bad Veins ft Million Young, 
9pm, $10, Johnny Brenda's, 1201 N. 
Frankford Ave.. 877-435-9849. 



+ PERFORMING ARTS 

Pwa cal the phone manner Haled with 



► cabaret 

MARTHA GRAHAM CRACKER 

The star of this show is Mrs. Crack- 

Spm. $10. L'Etage, 624 S. 6th St., 
215-5924)656. 



► theater 

2010 WILMA GALA Wilma 
Theater celebrates 3 1 years with a 



DARK TRANQUILITY with Threat 



or Peggy Amsterdam. The night 




the agenda 



peertopeer 



► PHILADELPHIA SCIENCE 
FICTION SOCIETY 

In the last 70 years, little has changed lor 
the Philadelphia Science Fiction Society 
— notsince1935,whenahandfulofteen- 
age boys formed the group to support their 
interest in science-fiction writing. 

"That spirit is still with us," says current 
president MarkTrebing of the society, 
which found its way into this column 
through a classic, book fair guerrilla- 
marketing technique: free bookmarks. Trebing, whose scruffy beard is 
a stronger shade of white than gray, has been a science-fiction fan since 
he was 8 and a member of the society since 1 977. He even met his wife, 
Margaret, at a meeting: She's a third-generation member whose father 
and grandfather persuaded her to join. 

Even the number of active members has stayed steady through the years, 
About 60 people pay an annual fee lo attend monthly events, like movie 
nights and writer's workshops. Every November, the group hosts Philcon, a 
sci-fi conference that began in 1 936 andTrebing says was the world’s first. 

This month, short-fiction writer Andy Duncan (pictured) — whose work 
has been nominated for a Hugo, the sci-fi equivalent of the Pulitzer, and 
has appeared In such venerable publications as Asimov's Science Fiction 
— will discuss his stories with members. As Trebing would say, Duncan’s 
canon blows away sci-fi flicks like Avatar. "Today, science-fiction plots have 
been dumbed down," he says. In traditional science fiction, "If a rocket ship 
takes off and it's in space tor 1 43 days, you better believe (the writer] did the 
calculations." As of press time, there's about 1 92 hours left until the event 
But I'll leave the calculations to the experts. Andy Duncan. Fri.. May 14, 9 
pm. tree. Rotunda, 4014 Walnut St, 877-656-3914. psts.org. 

teditorial&cltypaper.net) 
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(New Spring Cocktails! 



) Serving Brunch Sat & Sun 1 1 :30am - Spm 

. Farm to table specials every weekend. 

Organic, free range & local foods from 
s the farmers market right to your table. 

! Outdoor seating now available! 



free parking on germantown ave 

open 1 1 :30am - 2am 

215-923-4600 r 1001 n 2nd rt 

swifihalfpub.com daily phila, pa 19123 



good dty lab 



224 s. 15th St. 
Philadelphia, pa 19102 
215.985.9600 
goodogbar.com 



new spring 



six refreshing 

Hkafflemo 

to renew the spirit 




Do 

tlx sips 

tfbfoU&S 

lutxkryt 



ppy hour: $1 off all drinks sun-wed 
)n-fri:5-7pmsat:4-6pm In the biz* 
i: 10pm until midnight 20% off 

1 wa oatms 
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+ Agenda Picks 

[ basketball jones ] 



► SLAYING GOLIATH & CAMDEN HIGH 

The latest In Scribe Video Center's series o( 



Loren Normil's short Camden Highwas made 
during one ol Scribe's 1 4-week production 
workshops, and chronicles coach Clarence 
Turner's 35-plus-year effort to maintain a 
top basketball program at one of the most 




Stephenson and Joe Brewster balance their obligations as parents with their 
commitment to the camera, training an unflinching eye on New York Select 
their son's fifth-gradeAAU team, as it begins to crumble during its trip to the 
national championships in Florida. Stephenson and Brewster won the 2008 




American Black Film Festival’s Best Documentary award for Goliath, and 
Stephenson will attend the screening. Tue..May 11, 7p.m.,$10, International 
House, 3701 Chestnut St, 366-468-7619, scribe.org. 

— Sam Kaplan 



rhowi : 'The Cruel Sister,” "The 
Tale of Orpheus" and 'The Skeleton 

S5-510, Playground at the Adrienne, 
2030 Sansom St. 215-123-45G7. 



[ anti-bling ] 



(THE MUSIC AU) Juni 



► STUDIO 320 LAUNCH PARTY 

Studio 320 designer Gretchen McHale takes inspiration for her jewelry from 
nature and fashion, adding chains, metals, fibers, scashclls and other found 
objects to her pearl and gemstone pieces. View her latest collection along- 
side floral artwork from MODA Botanica's Bailey Haile, Judith Campbell and 
Armas Koehler. DJArgo adds Ihe sounds; Chaddsford Winery, the vino; and 
Rob Capone, the custom ice sculptures. Thu.. May 6. 6-9p.m„ tree. MODA 
Botanies. 339 S. 13th St. 215-906-0275, modabotanica. com. 

— Felicia D'Ambrosio 



[ canoe-dling ] 

► PADDUNG INSTRUCTION FAIR 

Up in Falrmount Park, in a colonial mill on the shady shores of the Schuylkill, 
resides a dub of canoeing Philadelphians who seldom-to-never get caught 
up shit creek without a paddle. "We teach everything: kayaking, canoeing, 
calm water, lakes, streams and creeks," says Beth Saft, coordinator for the 
this weekend's meet-and-greet. which aims to help locals get their sea legs. 
Don't let the city hold back your inner-hearty-paddler any longer. Says Saft: 
"Philadelphians think they have to go a long distance tor these things, but 
they really don't." Sat.. May 8, 1 p.m.. tree. Philadelphia Canoe Club. 4900 
BldgeAve., 215-487-9674. phiiacanoe.org. 

— Tom Tiballi 



[ botanical bonanza ] 

>• WILLIAM BARTRAM'S LETTERS 

While colonial botanist John Bartram — he of 
the eponymous gardens in Southwest Philly 
— gets tons the props (and rightly so), his 
son, Billy, was a botanical heavyweight in his 
own right. During young William's four- year 
escapade through the Southern colonies, 
which he chronlded in a book about, he was 
nicknamed Puc-puggee (the Flower Hunter) by 
a Seminole chlet.Anew and fulsome tome, William Bartram, TheSearchtor 
Nature s Design (University of Georgia Press), colleds previously unpublished 
correspondence, writings and drawings in an attempt to better elucidate 
William’s big thoughts on flora and fauna, but also, as editors Thomas Hallock 
and Nancy E. Hoffmann note, 'how a naturalist's observations led to broader 
conclusions about human society.” Sun.. May 9, 2:30 p.m., Iree. Bartram's 
Garden, 5400 Lindbergh Btvd., 215-729-5281. bariramsgarden.org. 

— Brian Howard 




confrontation with her wicked 
landlord The rtory is told with a 
unique, musical spin by Rodgers and 

and Kander and Ebb. Runs through 
Jun. 27. $30. Walnut Street Theatre. 

Walnut St.. 215-574-3550. 






Co-op. 155 Cecil B. Moore Av 



lO PA. LIEUTENANT OOV- 



hosting a full -day sunulcas 
their leadership eiperienci 



DANIEL KUTNER Philadelphia's 




752-5032 

LEA VINO A LEOACV: THE 
DEPARTURE AND REPLACE- 

School for a roundtable discus sion 



lotions of his replacement. Thu, 

Constitution Center. 525 Arch St.. 
-409-6600. 

THE MOVIES Join "Philadelphia 




ivor/#' C$fe LfVe 



1 AQUALUNG 



> Crash test dummies 



U2 TRIBUTE WITH 
UNFORGETTABLE FlRF 

Jealousy Curve 

IKE 

VITH THE SHAKERS A CAMIllE PERUTO | SAT, MAT 12 | SMI 



PATTY LARKIN 

ERIN MCKEOWN 



Marah 



Jamie Udell 



Yards Beer Chris Trapper 
Dinner Rod Kim 




Eve nts ^Adventuress* 

The Best New Way to Meet Singles! 



If What are you waiting for? 



Fill your sociaT calendar with exciting activities and meet great new 
friends to share them with. Events and Adventures is an activities club 
specializing in fun and friendship for singles. We have something for 
everyone, including: 

• Cultural Outings • Concerts -Boating 

• Sporting Events • Comedy Nights • Travel 

• Hiking • Wine Tastings • Horseback Rides 

Call us today at 888 - 600-5999 or visit us online at 

lotsofevents.com. 







: PLAYS RtCC 



5.30 TITO EL BAMBINO 

6.06 LESCLAYPOOL 
with Hot Head Show 

6.09 XPN Welcomes JIMMY CLIFF 

6.11 HEROES OF WOODSTOCK 
feat. Jefferson Starship, Canned Heat, 
Bit Brother & the Holding Co., Tom 
Constanten. £ Country Joe McDonald 

6.12 THE DAN BAND 

6.18 ICE T with Brand Nubian £ Rakim 

6.23 CINDERELLA with Keel 



6.25 50CENT presents 'The Invitation 

6.26 GLADYS KNIGHT 

6.27 DWEEZIL ZAPPA 
PLAYS ZAPPA 

7.04 THE FLAMING LIPS 
7.10 BEN BURNLEY ACOUSTIC: 
The Music of Breaking Benjamin 
7.22 CHRISETTE MICHELE 
7.24 CROWDED HOUSE 

7.28 TOWER OF POWER 
with Average White Band 



JUNE 5 






Main St, Manayunk 
2t5.4g2.7a42 

man(* kildarespub.com 



Friday 5/7 

Bells Bells Bells, 
Flamingo 
9pm $5 

Saturday 5/8 
Indobox w/ Bodega 
9pm *7 
Sunday 5/9 
Weekly Open Jam 
all musicians welcome! 
8:30 pm NC 

Monday 5/10 

Quizzo 8pm NC 
Tuesday 5/11 
New Music Showcase 
9pm NC 

Wednesday 5/12 

Phosphorescent- 
Philly CD release 
w/ The Swimmers, 
The Quelle Source 
9pm *10 ady/tlS day of 



THURSDAY 5/6 

MO SS NO PROBLEMS 
DJ SAMMY SLICE 
DJ COOL HAND LUKE 
HOST TU PHACE 



23RD & WALNUT 

215-569-8879 



ROOSEVELTS 

& ixooin vn 



PHILLIES 

$2 Bud Light during the games 



Thursday Quizzo 

VOTED BEST OF PHILLY 



BARBARY 



NO COVtn ■: 



SHSHDOWN 

DEB HOUSE 
noe PAINE AND WILL YUM 



dollar cwmstiAtt j 
no covin B 



MUrnUFT 

SWGSUT 



FLYERS 

PLAYO FT ACTION 

$2 hd Lights 



FRIDAY 
HAPPY HOUR 
H DRINKS 
& DRAFTS 

5-7PM 



EVERY 
SATURDAY 
NIGHT 
10 DRINKS 
& DRAFTS 

10PM-12AM 
FOOD BUFFET 



All Day, Every Day 

$4.95 1/2 POUNO 



AT SHOWBOAT ' ATLANTIC CITY 



^ (mmn 

f FLYLEAF 

“ -lair It .raJlm.! 






For Complete Concert Listings Log On To ctar 

HOBATSHOWBOAT.COM •••— 












WR&Rn# 



28 DRAFT 
BEERS! 

THURSDAY 5/6 
$3 Heineken 

20 oz. drafts & bottles 



SUNDAY 5/9 
$2 Yuengling 
20 oz. drafts & bottles 

Conte Watch the Phillies! 



TUESDAY 5/11 
S3 VictorY 

20 oz. drafts & bottles 

WEDNESDAY 5/12 
$3 Sam Adams 

20 oz. drafts & bottles 




“ in 

DRUNK, 

I MEAN, 
FESTIVE!” 

ITALIAN MARKET 
FESTIVAL 

MAY 15th & 16th 






















port control 

ByDrewLazor 



i OF SLICE 
I AND MEN 

BRIAN DWYER knew he was on to some- 
thing when complete strangers started showing 
up at his work bearing gifts. 

The arfet who akmgwith Chris Powell has orga- 
nized^ "Give Pizza Chance"— hebelieves its Phill/s 
first pizza art show— recently received an e-mail 
from an unfamiliar guy. He'dheard about theshow 
on the Web and wanted to get a piece in; Dwyer 
told him to meet him at his job at Trader Joe’s, The 
guy walked In toting a box top from a Ray’s Pizza 
in NYC, the crown logowotkedintoasnarling Rat 
Fink. He handed it over, "[I said], ’Thanks, pizza 
brother,'" Dwyerrecalls."Hesays, ‘Pizza brothers 
for life, ' and just walks out " 

It's hard to imagine such a sincere anonymous 
interaction taking place if Dwyerwere in the cura- 
torial weeds of an exhibit focused on, say STDs.His 
favorite food had long stmckthe 25-year-old as a 
realm ready to be mined for expression. Pizza, or, 
as Dwyer dubs it “the official sponsor of creative 
people the world over," has served as muse for 
more than 25 artists who'll display work atthe 
Rocket Cat Cafe starting Friday. 

The sheer expanse of media is beefier than 
an extra-large Meat Lover’s. Dwyerand Powell 
(drummer for Man Man and Need New Body) col - 
laboratedon an interactive "pizzawall” complete 
with laminated toppings. There are pizzafied 
prints, tees, afghans. line drawings, wateroolors. 
5 Janet Kotz and welder Matt Shiley have teamed 
s uptoconstructagiantpizzadockwithtopplngs 

1 for numbers and slices for hands. Joshua Boyd 
j Taylor has even created a small model pizza, 
| dipped it in resin, coated it in amber and stuck 
- it on the end of a bamboo cane for a work titled 
; "Jurassic Pizza." 

“It's pretty high-conceptstuff. " says Dwyer, who 
~ countsLazaro’s,RusdcaandLorenzo’samonghis 
3 favorites.Rusbcainfactisasponsorand providing 
_ free pies. Dwyer stresses that people should come 
; early if they want to witness a special surprise 
? which’’mayormaynotinvolveskateboards." 

2 Both Powell and Dwyer are confident that the 
% showwillbecomearmual.eveniftheydon'tcollecta 
J k>tofdough.”We'respendingourownmoneyfrom 
5 ourownbankaccountstohaveapizzaparty,''says 
s Dwyer,"becauseitneedstohappen.’’ 

i (drmlazoi@citypaper.net) 

< ♦ 'CneFlnaChance'openngpattyFh.. May?. 6 

i p.m.. tree, through May 31, tree, Rocket Cat Cafti. 2001 
. Frankfort! Are., 215-739-4526, therocketcat.com. 





[ review ) 

TRADER JOSE 

Philly's Iron Chef further expands his territory 
with Garces Trading Co. By Trey Popp 



GARCES TRADING CO. | 1 1 1 1 Locust St., 215-574- 1099, garrestrading- 
company com. Open doily, 8 a.m.- 10 pm. Cheese, $ 6; charcuterie, $8-$l l;anti - 
pasti, soups, salads. S5411;pizsa. $12-$24;pasta.$10-$28;grdledfiare,$22- 
$28; plats du jour (fir tuol. S28-S45; desserts, $2.50-$6. Wheelchair accessible. 

P at Buchanan speared a fractal tuft of frisee from his 
Lyonnaise dude salad, catching a bacon lardon in its 
springy kinks. “You’ve got a wholesale invasion,” he was 
saying, “the greatest invasion in human histo- 
ry, coming across your southern border, chang- 
ing the composition and character of your coun- 
try." The chicory crunched between his molars, 
slipping slightly where a poached egg yolk had 
slicked the white-green shoots. “Look," he went 
on. “They’ve got their own language, their own culture. They don’t 
want to be Americans.” 

Bill O'Reilly took his eyes off a grilled pork chop to scope the 
deep-dish pizza. It’s the liberals, he dedared. “They, under the 
guise of being compassionate, want to flood the countiy with 
foreign nationals, unlimited — unlimited! — to change the com- 
plexion, pardon the pun, of America." O’Reilly went for the pizza. 
The roasted San Marzanos here are as concentrated as tomato 




preserves packed during an August heat wave. A drop of olive oil 
glistened for a moment on the crease between his lips. “That’s 
where Pat Buchanan is right. You let that happen, there’s no 
more United States ofAmerica. It’s gone." 

OK, OK. The McLa ughlin/Crossfirc/Factor circus didn’t actually 
come to Jose Garces’ lateBt to make wild-eyed predictions about an 
Anglo-Hispanic culture-dash cage fight. Those quotes date from 
2007, the last time the punditry worked itself into a lather over 
immigration reform. But if the Senate really does intend to kick off 
another round of foaming at the mouth, wouldn’t it be beautiful if 
Garces Trading Co. catered the floor debate? 

Cuisine is culture, and Garces keeps proving that there is no 
limit to his talent for assimilation. Fast on the heels ofVillage 
Whiskey, Garces has served up another non-Latin venue. 

Garces Trading Co. basically embodies the American idea of 
a Euro-style cafe-cum-gourmet shop. 
Characteristically, the restaurateur nails 
the vibe, all the way to the Dansko dogs 
beneath the host’s charcoal suit. 

The we 11 -stocked cheese counter is one way 
to go at Garces Trading Co., but there are better values elsewhere. 
For starters, the boutique wine drop managed by the Pennsylvania 
Liquor Control Board, the first PLCB outlet wholly contained within 
a restaurant. Competing restaurateurs must be gritting their teeth 
over this partnership. With operatinghours that more or less mirror 
those of GTC’s kitchen, the wine shop blurs Philadelphia's BYO line 
in the most advantageous and cu stomer-friendly way possible. 

The selection is trim by retail standards but expansive compared 



MORE FOOD AND 
DRINK COVERAGE 
AT CfTYPAPER.NET 
MEALTICKET. 







I kept looking for flops 
in executiorfbut never 
met much of a slip. 



to most wine lists, with bottles ranging from loss than 
$10 to more than $100. Ten-dollar bottles of a dry Vinho 
Verde ros6 were just the thing to beat the recent heat 
wave. So was Louis Latour’s Duet Chardonnay-Viognier 
blend, which, while it lasted, carried the lowest price list- 
ed in the country ($8.99). That and one of the restaurant’s 
ice buckets is reason enough to come feast on salads, pas- 
tas and a deep-dish pie. 

You’ll pay $24 for the latter — plus another $5 to $8 for 
every topping — but the beauty that emerges 30 minutes 
later is as delicious as it is expensive. The oven-roasted 
San Marzanos truly are jam-like — though of course 
unsugared — in their intensity. Yet the difference-maker 
is the unexpected thinness of the crust, which is more like 
a pastry than a bread dough. This specimen really merits 
the label “pie,” its depth a function of full-flavored fillings 



There are other things to nibble on at the woodon tables 
by GTC’s big windows, or at the dinner tables filling out 
an unfussy room sheathed in white tile. Lamb ragu over 
ribbons of pappardelle sounded wintery, but a sweet 
sunchoke puree lightened what might otherwise be a 
heavy dish. A halfway-deconstructed carbonara — whose 
completion awaited the puncture of a poached egg to 
spill its yolk through the guanciale-flecked nest of fusilli 
— captured spring with outstandingly fresh peas. So, in 
an altogether brighter way, did strips of baby artichokes 
in a honeyed bath of preserved lemons, its hue as yellow 
and translucent as canary wings through a sheet of rain. 

share, but the kitchen's apparent difficulty to adjust on 
the fly is a drawback. When Tuesday's temperature races 
up to 90 degrees, who wants to double down on cassou- 
let? Bouillabaisse (Thursdays) or paella (Fridays) sound 
more promising. Maybe you’ll have better luck matching 
your visit to the pre-ordained special. 

And maybe you won't — but who really cares when the 
menu has you so covered for variety? Grab a couple claws 
of butter-poached lobster, which nestle up to creamy but- 
ternut-squash agnolotti dressed with sage. Or pair up the 
orangey chicken-liver mousse, slicked with a sweet shal- 
lot confit, with bitter fronds of endive decked with orange 
segments and Anjou pears. I kept looking for flops in 

but never met much of a shp. 

The retail section of the store tries hard to justify often- 
high prices, succeeding about as often as it fails. Value 
hunters will search the cheese case and the coffee blends 
in vain. But bread from New Jersey’s Hudson Bakery is 
priced competitively, and superb little cannelo — oggy 
within, caramelized to a crisp without — are well worth 
$6 a half-dozen. Free and easy sampling of higher-end 
goods like infused olive oils and aged vinegars at least 
mnkes the shopping fun, as does a drink case boasting 
treats like Fentiman's naturally fermented cola. 

Which, come to think of it, sounds like the sort of 
deep-dish pizza accompaniment Pat Buchanan and Bill 
O’Reilly could get behind. 





Let the 
feeding 
frenzy 
begin. 



* * Now with BRUNCH ITEMS" * 
Saturdays & Sundays 
Try our Nkw "BANANA WHIP" 
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“* New WEIGHT WATCHER'S Menu Available 



( t_popp@city paper, net) 
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MOTHER’S 






BR'UTJCH BUEF/ET- 



10AMS3PM 



smws 



mms 



31C ourselDmnerif or. 



Chargrilled 
NOT Fried! 



21S-62S-9500 
Front Sc South Street 
Philadelphia, PA 
www.downeysrestaimmt.com 



1/2 POUND 

COOKED YOURWAY! 




NOW SEATING 



Kraftwork | Opening Friday at 5 p.m., Kraftwork is a 
serious Fishtown beer bar from Adam Ritter, owner ofThe 
Sidecar. Tile one-of-a-kind interior, fabricated by Philly 
sculptor/artisan Andrew Jevremovic, is an elegant nod to 
industry, with plenty of gorgeous wood and steel. They're 
doing a lineup of 24 all-draft craft beers (plus one on cask), 
and a small wine list and a few cocktails conceived by local 
mixologist Christian Gaal. Chef Michael Thomas is han- 
dling the bill of fare. Shareable plates (veggie, charcuterie 
and cheese boards; mussels and fries; flatbread pizza) and 
sandwiches (burger; trout BLT; beer-can chicken sand- 
wich) round out the main menu, which will be supple- 
mented by seasonal entree specials rotating daily. 541 E. 
Girard Ave., 215-739-1700, kraftworkbar.com. 

Cooperage | Tucked inside the western edge of tlie 
Curtis Center (enter on Seventh Street between Walnut 
and Sansom), Cooperage is a bar specializing in wine, 
whiskey and Southern-inflected food. Jen Krcmcr, former 
sommelier at Parc, is running the joint, and she's put 
together wine and spirit programs focusing on harder-to- 
find selections. Chef Ralph Kane is doing eats like alliga- 
tor bites with smoked tomato/red pepper remoulade and 
a pecan-crusted catfish with black-eyed pea ragout and 
sauteed beet greens. A separate cate, open weekdays from 
7 a.m. to 5 p.m., does coffee and light takeaway. The main 
kitchen is open Mon. to Pri., 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Sat., 4 
to 10 p.m.; and Sun., 4 to 9 p.m. Curtis Center, 601 Walnut 
St., 215-226-COOP, cooperagephilly.com. 

Renaissance Sausage Dan Semko and Bret 
Cavanaugh, longtime friends and natives of Lambertville, 
N. J., have teamed up to bring us Renaissance, a new food 
truck specializing in sausage sandwiches crafted using 
local organic ingredients. They're doling out eats like pork 
sausages, Asian chicken sausages and even a vegetar- 
ian rendition. The truck debuted this past Sunday at 
Headhousc Farmers Market, and will be there every week- 
end. Weekday stops are still being worked out, but note 
that they’ll be at the Clark Pork May Pair this Saturday, 
May 8, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. twitter.com/thesausagctruck. 

Got A Tip? Please send restaurant news to drew lazortfteitypaper net 








food & drink 




FREE 

DELIVERY 



NOW 

SERVING 



2301 FAIRMOUNT AVE PHILADELPHIA 

215.9 78.4545 londongrill.com 



CAFE NOLA 



Know before you go. 



citypaper.net/restaurants 

Search hundreds of local restaurants 
by location, cuisine and price 



NEW ORLEANS CAFE 



HAPPY HOUR 

Mon-Fri 4-6PM 
$2 off all drafts 

KARAOKE 

Every Sunday ioPM-iAM 



BRUNCH 

Sat & Sun At toAM 

2 WHEEL 
TUESDAYS 

Ride Your Motorcycle For 
Drink Specials! 



QUIZZO 

Every 'uiursday io-mm 

215.627.6711 



STAR INDIA 



MOTHERS DAY 
SPECIAL BUFFET 

LUNCH BUFFET $9.95 
DINNER BUFFET $12.95 



^ WerlitM/in e/in. CuL&iru. . "Open, 7 drUfi a. tuuk. 

Hummus, Kibeh, Kabob. 

Grape Leaves, Falafel, and Seafood specialty 

616 S. 2 nd Street 
215.925.4950 
www. cedarsrest aurant .com 



WE MAKE 
MOTHER'S DAY 
SPECIAL 

DOOR DNNG . SUNDAY BRUNCH . LATH NIGHT DIN 

414 S. Second 












GRACE 

tavern 

^■iSSSSSS.a* 

gr«ot b**r, win* A spirits 



I full menu II :30am - 2am daily I 



t mea L 

ticRet’s 



FROM THE 

WEEKEND 



Eat or drink anything good this 
weekend? We want to hear about it! 

citypaper.net/notes 



The Adobe 
Cafe 

SOUTHWESTERN BAR AND GRILLE AND 
SANTA FESTEAKHOUSE 



BECAUSE 
SHE MADE 
YOU EAT 
ALL THOSE 
VEGGIES.. 



Bring this ad for S 5 discount 
on $ 25 purchase. Not 
redeemable with other offers. 



S DAY! 



S. 17th St.) 2 15/790-1 799 

tavernl 7restaurant.com 



Philadelphia’s Most 
Award Winning Brewery 



1 Balance IsGood. 


’%* .. 


; Sunday 
/ Brunch 

$ 11-5 with the 
J Victor North 
Jazz Trio 


If 


Quizzo 

Sundays 
at 9pm 


NODDING HEAD Brewery & Restaurant 
1516 Sanmom Street * Philadelphia 
215-569-9525 fr www.noddinghead.com 
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food & drink 



+ WHAT’S COOKING 




One Night in Morocco at Zahav Wed., May 12, 5- 
10p.m., $45 > Zahav's Michael Solomonov is teaming 
up with David Katz ofMdmd for this dinner highlight- 
ing unique interpretations of Moroccan cuisine. Katz’s 
Moroccan-Jewish heritage will be celebrated with a col- 
laborative spread featuring salatim; hummus with taboon 
bread; mezze like sardines with chermoula and couscous 
with favas and morels; and the traditional Moroccan 
Shabbat stew dafina. The menu will be the only option 
available at the restaurant for the evening. Zahav, 237 St 
James Place, 215-625-8800, zahavrestaurant.com. 



Don't Block the Bocks at Johnny Brenda’s Sal., 

May 8, 11 a.m., pay as you go > So much malty goodness 
up in JB’s this Saturday. They’ll be featuring 10 local 
maibocks and doppelbocks on tap all day, available in 
tasting flights or a la carte. Try meals-in-a-glass from 
Trflegs, Victory, Dock Street, Stoudt’s, Sly Fox and more. 
The kitchen will be serving up German sausages and 
spaetzle to help you get in the spirit. Johnny Brenda's, 
1201 Frankford Ave., 215-739-9684, johnnybrendas.com. 

Spinal Tapas/Green Aisle Grocery Dinner at Phllly 
Kitchen Share Fri., May 14, 6 p.m., $65 > Spinal Tapas 
(chefs/writers Tim McGinnis and Brian McManus) 
was commissioned by a group of UPenn alums to 
put together a meal representing Philly’s food scene, 
so they teamed up with Adam Erace, Philadelphia 
Weekly food critic and Green Aisle Grocery co-owner, to 
develop a menu based around local goodies. A $65 all- 

Pennsylvania brook trout, beef carpaccio with Green 
Meadow greens and Cafd Estelle lardons, and more. 
Wine and cocktails, too. Philly Kitchen Share, 1514 
South St., 91 7-5 58-3922, phillykitchenshare.com. 

First Thursday Firkin Tapping at Devil's Den Thu., 
May 6, 5 p.m., pay as you go ► The first Thursday of 
every month is greeted with a firkin at Devil’s Den. For 
May, they’re tapping the dry-hopped Stone Sublimely 
Self Righteous at 5 p.m., pouring until supplies run out. 
From 5 to 7, you can also catch their happy-hour deals: 
half off all drafts and tapas food specials. Devil's Den, 

1 148 S.l 1th St., 2 15-339-0855. devilsdenphilly.com. 
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RENZIU , 

C PROPERTY MANAGEMENT I no.) 

RO. Box 297 Moorestown NJ 08057 




FRONT A MARKET- Commercial Space- 
H/W Floors. C/A. two floors, storage area, 
private bathroom-$850.00 

QUEEN VILLAGE 



WASHINGTON SQ WEST 

9TH A PINE- Studio. H/W. includes electric 
and gas. Elevator. Laundry- $ 800.00 

3, 1 BA. H/W. Includes Electric, Gas, and 
Laundry- $ 875.00 

J, 1 BA. H/W. New Kitchen and Bath, 
Deck, Laundry- $1,200.00 
2BD. H/W. includes electric and gas. 
Laundry- $1,475.00 

1 2TH A SPRUCE- 2 BD. 2 BA, H/W, New 
Kitchen and Bath. C/A. Laundry- $1 .550.00- 
$1,700.00 

STUDIO. H/W. C/A. Laundry, Utilities 
included. Courtyard- $ 800.00- $860.00 



CHESTNUT HILL 

WILLOW GROVE AVE-2BD.2BA. H/W. 
laundry. Included heat, hot water, & cooking 
gas- $875.00 

1 BD, 1 BA H/W. laundry. Included heat, hot 
water and cooking gas- S775.00 
1 BD, Jr. W/W, Laundry. Included heat, hot 
water, cooking gas- $725.00 

LANSDOWNE 

87 S LANSDOWNE- 1 BD. 1 BA. H/W, New 
Kitchen. Laundry Included. Heat, hot water, 
gas- $700.00 

93 S. LANSDOWNE AVE- 2BD. 2 BA. 
H/W, include, heat hot water cooking gas, 
Laundry- S950.00 

89 E. BALTIMORE PIKE- 1 BD. 1 BA. H/W. 
New Kitchen 

laundry. Included heat, hot water & cooking 
gas-$725.00 

ELKIINS PARK 

415 E. CHURCH ROAD 2BD. 1 BA. New 
Kitchen. H/W. Laundry. Included heat . hot 
water- $975.00 




CAN’T SELL 
YOUR HOME 

RENT IT! 



CALL THE KING OF RENTALS 
NOW, AND WE’LL GET IT 
RENTED FOR YOU! 



Contact John Featherman 

215-546-0550x5221 or 215-790-5221 

www. ICingofRentals.com 

& Prudential Fox & Roach REALTORS" 



An independently owned member of the Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 




FRANKFORD 

Clod it cReckl Pets OkS750 LO- 
CATORS INC 215-922-3400 




GERMANTOWN 

Newkltchonl3bodn>wn2sto- 
ty house, deck SOOO's LOCA- 
TORS INC 215-922-3400 



GERMANTOWN 

Singlehouse!big6 bedroom , 
parking, yard, petsS1300 LO- 
CATORS INC 215-922-3400 



HISTORIC GERMANTOWN 

bedrooms, deck LOCATORS 
INC 21 5-922-3400 




ITALIAN MARKET 

6 rooms 2 story house, large 
kitchen, washor/dyer. appl- 
ancos S8S0 LOCATORS INC 




LA SALLE UNIVERSITY 

yard, fireplace, patio. Unshod 
basement SB50 LOCATORS 
INC 21 5-922-3400 






t 



GLADWYNE 

$699,000 



Sophisticated & contemporary special 
home with 4 bedrooms, 3 Vi Bathrooms, 
3100+ SF, 2 car garage, 2 family rooms, 
open floor plan, peaked ceilings, fabulous 
panoramic views, great space for art 
collectors, large kitchen with breakfast 
room, Koi Pond and more - an art and 
nature lovers paradise! 



Selma 

Glanzberg 

Cell 

610.812.9919 

Office 

610.896.7400 

SelmaSell6aol.com 



i 



www.SelmaSellsTheMainLine.com 



(Mj Prudential | REALTORS' 



NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY! 

Amazing Florida Real Estate From The Low $200’s To Discounted Multi -million Dollar Properties. 




With prices at historical lows, the home of your dreams awaits you. Enjoy 
the excitement of both the city of West Palm Beach and the Island of Palm 
Beach with its fabulous shopping on Worth Avenue, dining .entertainment 
and of course our beaches of white sand and blue waters. 

With direct flights from Philadelphia, Palm Beach is a 
great choice. 

For Waterfront, Historical, Golf communities and Condominium properties call 
>r email for great deals or begin your search 

it www.floridamoves.com/douglus.drake. 

As leading producer, my specialty is with working without of state clients. 



Douglas Drake, REALTOR 

Cold well Banker 

2500 South Dixie Highway 

West Palm Beach, Florida, 33401 

561-531-9182 . www.floridamoves.com/douglas.drakc 
email: douglas.drakc@floridamoves.com 



Coldwell Banker ranked #1 for home seller satisfaction among National Real Estate firms by JD Powers and Associates 










